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1 COMMUNICATION LOG 

The following log is a detailed record of all the correspondence that First Mining has engaged in for the preparation of the draft Terms of Reference (ToR). The log includes emails, 
phone calls, faxes, letters, meetings, and one on one interactions with all stakeholders, including Indigenous Communities, interested in the Springpole Gold Project. The log also 
includes a brief summary of the interaction including any issues raised as well as the responses and follow up from FMG. 
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TAB 
COMMUNITY or 

DATE 
ORGANIZATION 

# 
CONTACTED 

CONTACTED 

29 Lac Seul October 16, 2017 

30 Slate Falls October 16, 2017 

31 Lac Seul October 17, 2017 

32 Slate Falls October 17, 2017 

33 Cat Lake October 18, 2017 

34 Cat Lake October 18, 2017 

35 Cat Lake October 18, 2017 

36 Slate Falls October 18, 2017 

37 Lac Seul October 18, 2017 

38 Lac Seul October 19, 2017 
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EM-EMAIL 

PH-PHONE 

FX-FAX 

MT-MEETING 

LT-LETTER 

F2F-FACE 

TO FACE 

EM 

EM *2 

EM 

EM 

PH 

PH 

PH 

EM 

EM 

EM 

SUMMARY OF COMMUN/CATION/ 
PARTICIPANTS COMMENTS/ FOLLOW-UP 

ISSUES RAISED 

- RE: mtg Oct 19 or 20 

- RE: mtg Oct 19 or 20 

I- Mtg location 

- Mtg location 

- Mtg date and location 

- Mtg details 

- Mtg details 

- Change mtg date to 20th 

- Change mtg date to 20th 

- OK for the 20th 
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November 13, 2019 Public Meeting 
Project Overview, Draft ToR, 
Indigenous Consultation, EA 
Baseline Study Results 

March 10, 2020 Meeting with Rep. Consultation 
March 25, 2020 Meeting with Rep. Consultation 

Metis Nation of 
Ontario 
 
 
 
Metis Nation of 
Ontario (continued) 
 
 

January 8, 2019 Meeting with MNO 
Reps Project Overview 

March 03, 2020 Meeting with MNO 
Rep. 

Discuss MNO’s budget, future 
meetings. Handed Draft ToR on 
USB stick. 

April 03, 2020 Meeting with MNO 
Reps. Consultation 

April 24, 2020 Meeting with MNO 
Rep. 

Project Update - Project 
Overview, Draft ToR, 
Consultation, EA Baseline 
Studies, Alternative Methods 

 
Mishkeegogamang 
First Nation 
 

May 15, 2018 Meeting with Chief and 
Council 

Discuss overview of proposed 
project and environmental work 
done to date 

September 12, 2018 Meeting with Chief and 
Council Project Overview 

March 03, 2020 Meeting with Council 
and Community Rep’s 

Project Overview, Draft ToR, 
Indigenous Consultation, EA 
Baseline Studies, Alternative 
Methods 

Ojibway Nation of 
Saugeen 
 

September 18, 2018 Meeting with Chief and 
Council Project Overview 

July 11, 2019 Open Forum Saugeen gave a community 
update 

December 16, 2019 Meeting with Chief and 
Council and Legal Rep.  

Project Overview, Draft ToR, 
Indigenous Consultation, EA 
Baseline Studies, Alternative 
Methods 

Pikangikum  
First Nation December 6, 2018 Meeting with Chief and 

Council 
Project Overview, Economic 
Benefits 

 
Slate Falls 
First Nation 
 

February 20, 2018 Open House 
Discuss overview of proposed 
project and environmental work 
done to date 

April 24, 2018 Open House 

Project overview, Consultation 
process and TEK integration, EA 
processes, environmental work 
done to date, Draft ToR  

September 20, 2018 Meeting with Chief and 
Council 

Review of Shared Territory 
Protocol Agreement 

October 24, 2018 Open House 
Discuss overview of proposed 
project, EA process and 
Environmental Studies 

May 3, 2019 Open House 
Corporate Presentation February 
2018, Springpole Project 
overview. 

December 11, 2019  Community Meeting 

Project Overview, Draft ToR, 
Indigenous Consultation, EA 
Baseline Studies, Alternative 
Methods 
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April 29, 2020 Meeting with Lands 
and Resources Rep. Consultation 

 
STPN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STPN 
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 23, 2019 Meeting Pre-Development Exploration 
Agreement Negotiation  

October 29, 2019 Meeting 

Project Overview, Draft ToR, 
Indigenous Consultation, EA 
Baseline Studies, Alternative 
Methods; Impact Benefit 
Agreement Negotiation 

November 21, 2019 Meeting 

Project Overview, Draft ToR, 
Indigenous Consultation, EA 
Baseline Studies, Alternative 
Methods; Impact Benefit 
Agreement Negotiation 

April 03, 2020 Meeting with Legal 
Rep. 

Impact Benefit Agreement 
Negotiation; EA Process; 
Consultation 

April 28, 2020 Meeting 
Impact Benefit Agreement 
Negotiation; EA Process; 
Consultation 

Wabauskang  
First Nation 
 

December 14, 2017 
Meeting with 
Leadership and 
Consultants 

Introductory Meeting 

February 21, 2018 Open House 
Discuss overview of proposed 
project and environmental work 
done to date 

December 12, 2018 Meeting with Chief and 
Council 

Project overview, Consultation 
process, EA processes, 
Environmental permitting, access 
corridor. 

January 24, 2019 
Meeting with Chief and 
Council, Lands and 
Resource Rep 

Project Overview 

February 06, 2020 Meeting with Chief Consultation 
Windigo Tribal 
Council April 3, 2019 Meeting  Economic Development 

Opportunities 
Cat Lake FN, 
Wabauskang FN October 2, 2017 Notice Exploration Permit Application/ 

Geotechnical Drilling 
Cat Lake, Slate 
Falls, MNRF May 25, 2018 Meeting Land Use Planning and 

Implementation, TEK 
All August 29, 2019 Notice Commencement of the ToR 
Cat Lake, Slate 
Falls, Lac Seul, 
Wabauskang, 
Mishkeegogamang, 
Saugeen, 
Pikangikum, Metis 
Nation of Ontario 

May 05, 2020 Notice Exploration Permit Application/ 
Geotechnical Drilling.  

Cat Lake, Slate 
Falls, Lac Seul, 
Wabauskang, 

May 07, 2020 Notice Permit to Take Water 
Apllication/Drill Program. 
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3 CONSULTATION REPORTS 

3.1 Meeting Reports of Consultation Activities with Indigenous Communities 

Meeting with Barry King 
Lac Seul First Nation – Sioux Lookout 

January 11, 2017 – 8:00 am 

Attendees: 

  
 

Agenda: 
• Press Release

• Signed Negotiation Protocol doc

• Lac Seul AGM date?

• NPA Signing Ceremony

• STPN Exploration Agreement

• Meetings

• Draft

• FF Rebranding

• Other

Press Release - When we have a draft, we will send it to  to review. 

Signed NPA – gave the copy to  to provide to  file. 

Lac Seul AGM Dates –  to present at this AGM –  expects the date to be in 
February as the community Audit is not complete and there is a staff retreat the last week 
of January into early February. 

NPA Signing Ceremony:  is hoping to host a Friendship Accord meeting 
and can add the signing Ceremony to the same time slot.  was in favour of this. It 
was suggested that his chief – soon to announce his candidacy for the upcoming 
Provincial election, would welcome the photo op.  is looking at either February 8 and 
9 or Feb 15 and 16. 
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STPN Exploration Agreement: -  mentioned he had spoken with  
from Slate Falls and he had indicated that he was not available to meet until February. 

 not applied for / secured funds to cover the cost of these meetings yet. I will 
(have now) follow (ed) up with  

 suggested that we provide him with our draft Exploration Agreement, and he would 
take it to the group to start the ball rolling and hopefully save time. 

FF Rebranding - I mentioned to  that FF was rebranding and that email details will 
be changing, and I would keep him updated. 

Other: 
• Goldlund going forward: mentioned the relationship Lac Seul has with Goldcorp is

still exclusively between Lac Seul and Goldcorp, but that their relationship and
negotiations and conducted jointly with Wabauskang with benefits shared on a 50 – 50
bases. (Note: Wabauskang has about 100 members and Lac Seul has over 3600 so there
has been some internal consternation about this agreement (Shared Territory Protocol).
We believe that this initiative was put together by  with the support of

. With  gone and  potentially moving on to Provincial politics there
may be some issues going forward with this relationship.

• also mentioned that Lac Seul has a JV with  for any drilling within
Lac Seul Territory. He mentioned that as part of their relationship with GoldCorp that Lac
Seul is guaranteed 20% of all surface drilling undertaken by GoldCorp at their Red Lake
property. I asked if this included greenfield drilling but didn’t get an answer. 
suggested that as Wabigoon and Lac Seul both have JV’s with drilling companies, they
should both get guarantees of $20% of the drilling undertaken at Goldlund. I suggested
that:

o as there is an existing contract in place for the current 2018 drill program, and
o that any future drilling is dependent on our ability to raise funds, and
o that 20% of a small drill program may not be financially attractive (this he agreed

with)

I asked if there would be some other way could provide business opportunities to Lac 
Seul in lieu of a 20% drill contract. He suggested that Lac Seul has a large fuel tank (size 
unknown at this point) they could: 

A - Put the tank at Goldlund and rent it to us, or 

B - Provide fuel and a tank rental at Goldlund.  
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There is a local Drum Group run by  but traditional ceremonies – 
smudging and tobacco not usually practiced in the community 

To distribute print material around the community suggested contacting the Ontario 
Works rep in the community and utilizing youth to deliver material. He didn’t think 
Wawatay is widely read so an insert in the newspaper may not work in Lac Seul. 

There are electronic notice board in schools (3 schools) nursing stations, band offices 
etc. and these can be used to publicise meetings. 

There are three separate elementary schools on the reserve – one in each community  
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Open House 
Cat Lake First Nation – Community Hall 

December 1st, 2017 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Attendees: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Presenting on behalf of FMF:  

Available for review: Printed material package 15 pages; project and 6 area maps (24x36 colour) 
showing conceptual representations of the project, its location in relation to Cat Lake First Nation, 
the major areas of development expected if the project were to progress, and potential access 
corridors.  

There were nineteen community members in attendance (Appendix A).  

Format: 

• Tables and chairs arranged in rows (Image 1) with four tables along the wall with six maps 
displayed on them. In addition, three maps mounted on board were also displayed. 
Community members were encouraged to view the maps and FMF staff were available to 
discuss the project, the maps and any issues raised by the members. All the participants 
viewed the maps and had the chance to discuss them with FMF staff. 

• Following a general review of the materials  opened the discussion by 
introducing the FMF team and provided a short review of First Mining Finance and their 
interest in the region.  then discussed the environmental work that has 
been done to date both with the previous owners (GCU) and under FMF. Both  

 outlined the plans for future development at the site and gave an overview of the 
proposed project. 

•  took time to explain that the company plans to initiate an Environmental Review 
process with both the Federal and Provincial governments. He explained that 

First Mining Gold Corp.  
Provincial Individual EA – ToR August 2020 
EAIMS #: 18041   EA: 03-05-01

88



environmental reviews at this level generally took two years and that in some cases they 
did not allow the company to proceed with their project.  both stressed the 
importance of the role of the community members in a successful environmental review 
process (EA and EIS). That it was the company’s job to take the time to inform the 
community: 

•  About options for the development of the project 

• To listen to, and document community concerns and suggestions 

• To respond to these concerns and suggestions and to develop a process which took these 
into account when developing the project at the planning stage 

• And that the company had to find ways to satisfy the communities concerns before the 
project would be allowed to proceed 

• It was mentioned that representatives from the federal group (CEAA) would be 
approaching the community to ensure that FMF had done the work necessary to explain 
the project to the membership, and  

• That CEAA would maintain an ongoing dialogue with the community to ensure that FMF 
satisfied the community’s concerns and included these solutions in their planning. 

• FMF did not discuss the EIS provincial system as FMF is still in the early stages of opening 
a discussion with the province. 

• We asked the group to ask questions at several points before, during and after the “formal” 
presentation and these questions and these questions and their responses can be found 
in Appendix B. 

• Throughout the presentation the FMF team indicated that this open house was the first 
opportunity to discuss the project and that, with the communities permission, we would 
plan to make regular community visits to discuss the project in more detail, to listen to and 
provide answers to questions raised, and to assist all the membership to gain a solid 
understanding of the proposed options for the project. 

Local food and refreshments were served throughout the open house session and the FMF team 
made a point of socializing with the community members encouraging all to review the print 
material and ask questions and voice their concerns, and questions. We also indicate that with a 
project of this magnitude it would take several visits for people to understand some of the 
proposed options for the development of the site. Therefore, we encouraged everyone to take 
time to review the information provided and to contact any of the team (business cards were 
available), discuss the project with their families, their council, the elders, and develop questions 
for our next visit. 

The team met after the presentation and reviewed the format of the presentation and made 
suggestions on how we can improve the delivery of information to the community. 
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Things we got right: 

• Food was very well received – but several people had already eaten by the time they 
arrived 

• The hall layout was effective and provided an intimate and informal setting for the 
presentation. It was suggested that as we moved forward it would be useful to create a 
series of stations with FMF staff at each station providing information on a specific topic. 
And that each group could rotate from station to station (workshop style). 

• The maps were informative and provided a focus to engage small groups and individuals 
as they reviewed each map. The print material was reviewed by members at their tables 
but there was a lot of information there so it worked more as a take away – suggestion: 
FMF could make a pamphlet on the project, with links to web-based information and 
contact numbers for further research and to as questions and raise concerns. 

• A flip chart was put up to record questions from the members. 

• The team had been advised not to use a PowerPoint projector by the local contact, but 
after the event the consensus was that we should employ a PowerPoint projector and 
possible use short animations, video clips and presentation materials to add to the 
effectiveness of the presentation 

• Door prizes were well received but we could invest in some additional materials to increase 
attendance. 

• The acoustics in the hall were good and the team did not have a problem being heard but 
this can be a concern at some venues. 

• At the next meeting there should be a section when the team addresses questions from 
the previous meeting. This encourages membership to bring forward their concerns and 
questions  
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Introductory Meeting with Leadership and Consultants 
Wabauskang First Nation - Band Office 

December 14, 2017 - 1:00 p.m.  

 
Attendees: 

  Councillor 
  Elder 

 Elder 
  Elder 

  Consultant with Rimini 
  Consultant with Rimini 

  KRC Environmental Group 
  Senior Exploration Manager 

  Mineral Projects & Properties 
 Manager, Permitting and EA’s 
 Manager, Community Relations 

  Prayer 

Present to greet our group but did not attend the meeting: Councillor)  
(Councillor). 

Introductions: We went around the table and introduced all participants. 

 prefaces the meeting with a statement that “Springpole Gold Project is within 
Wabauskang First Nations traditional territory”.  

FMF PowerPoint (29 slides) Three basic sections: 1. Introducing the company, management, tier 
one property review 2. The Springpole Gold Project – exploration history, minerology and current 
status 3. The environmental work done to date by the previous owners – GCU – and by FMF 
since acquisition and plans to move the project towards federal and provincial EA processes. 

Slides # 1 – 9 addressed by .  

On slide #6 there was general discussion about the tier one projects and that they were all gold-
based projects – It was noted that Springpole was expected to produce both gold and silver. 

Slide #9 we explained that the image identified the property, its relation to Wabauskang FN and 
Cat Lake FN and that a potential access road corridor existed along the Wenasaga forestry road.   

presented slides #10 to 17.  
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Slide #12 Exploration History of the project. Several of the group expressed their interest in this 
slide. We agreed to share this information and the whole ppt. with the consultant  

Slide 14. explained the type of ore body present. The three main zones of interest and the 
difference between the formation and rock type found in both the Main zone and the Eastern 
Extension zone from that found in Portage zone. He went on to explain that the ore body in 
Portage Zone was under the lake, near the surface and of a very soft rock type. And followed up 
with a photo (slide 15) of the core from the portage zone.  

Slide 16 showed the historical drilling carried out by previous owners of the property which has 
been used to identify the mineral resource on the property. 

Slide 17 emphasized the grades at Springpole are significantly lower than those found at 
Goldcorp’s Red Lake project. 

 took over at this point and presented slides 18 to 25.  

Touching on the environmental baseline studies as well as other studies conducted by GCU prior 
to FMF’s ownership. He explained that the previous environmental work had been of a good 
standard and that FMF had designed its studies to build upon the prior owner’s research.  

 went on to discuss the EA preparations that are in hand (Slide 20) and made a point of 
discussing the “Valued Components” (VC’s) which are an integral part of the First Nation’s 
involvement in the EA process (both federal and provincial). provided several examples of 
what a typical VC might be. 

Slide 21  outlined the process relating to the Class EA road corridor. It was mentioned that 
CEAA would follow up with each community involved in the project as part of their due diligence 
efforts. He also mentioned that a draft Project Description (PD) had been developed and that a 
final PD was in the works. 

He then went on to discuss the work done by GCU to obtain a Class EA for a proposed road 
corridor including the Wenasaga Road (Slide 22).  

There was a general discussion about the identified road corridor. It was mentioned that Cat Lake 
First Nation was anxious to obtain road access for its community; That there might be 
opportunities for either Cat Lake, Slate Falls or both, to apply for access to a road servicing the 
Springpole property, if the project proceeded to that point. I made it clear that as far as I was 
aware neither Cat Lake nor Slate Falls had initiated a process to apply to plan such a road and 
that such a process would take time.   
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highlighted the fish and water studies conducted over the past two years (slides 23, 24 & 
25) by FMF.  John also mentioned that FMF is working to finish a Fish Study encompassing work 
done by GCU and FMF. This should be available to the First Nation by the end of this year.  
undertook to send this material and on to  when it was available. Hit was also agreed 
to share a copy of the Project Description for the CEAA EA submission with Terry B. 

Slides 26 to 29 were viewed, with  speaking to the current business relationship 
between FMF and a core box business run by a community member and former chief  

I finished off the slide presentation and after a general discussion and a review of commitments 
the meeting adjourned at approximately 3:00 p.m. 

Commitments:  

• Share Project Description with  to send the material to and from there 
to  – target by the end of this year. 

• Share Fish Study with  to share the material with and from there on to 
. Target by the end of this year. 

• Provide  with a copy of the presentation. As soon as we can find a way to send it 
to her: large file size. 

•  to outline the number of meetings we expect to have/require (CEAA/EIS/other) in 
the coming 6 to 12 months.  Terry to prepare a budget to support these meetings and 
submit it to FMF as per the Wabauskang Consultation Protocol Document.  
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Open House 
Slate Falls Nation – School Gym 
February 20, 2018 – 12:00 pm  

 

Attendees: 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
Summary of Meeting 

This is the first open house community meeting FMG has held in Slate Falls regarding the 
Springpole Gold Project. The focus is on introducing the project and environmental work done to 
date. The main topics presented include First Mining Gold Management and Values. Tier One 
Properties, Springpole Gold Project overview, Springpole update and economic impacts, 
Environmental Commitments, 2018 Field Studies, Surface Water and Hydrology, Environmental 
Permitting, Access Corridor, Fish Baseline Investigations, Fish community Study summary, 
Acoustic Telemetry Program.  

The meeting consisted of a power point presentation and printed maps of the land tenure and the 
property location. Open discussion and questions were encouraged from community members. 
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Open House 
Wabauskang First Nation – Band Office 

February 21, 2018 – 10:00 am 
 

Attendees:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Summary of Meeting 

This is the first community meeting FMG has held in Wabauskang regarding the Springpole Gold 
Project. The focus is on introducing the project and environmental work done to date. The topics 
addressed included:  

• First Mining Gold Management and Values 

• Tier One Properties 

• Springpole Gold Project overview 

• Springpole update and economic impacts 

• Environmental Commitments 

• 2018 Field Studies 

• Surface Water and Hydrology 

• Environmental Permitting 

• Access Corridor 

• Fish Baseline Investigations 

• Fish community Study summary 

• Acoustic Telemetry Program 

The information was delivered in a PowerPoint presentation as well as printed materials including 
a map of the land tenure and the property location. The presentation was followed up with a Q&A 
period.  
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Open House 
Slate Falls Nation – Band Office 

April 24, 2018 – 12:00 pm 
 

Attendees:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Summary of Meeting 

The open house meeting consisted of a PowerPoint presentation and an open forum to encourage 
participation from community members. The topics addressed included FMG Project update, 
MOECC EA, How do you wish to be consulted, Traditional Knowledge integration, Engagement 
frequency, FMG Environmental Commitment, 2018 Field Studies, Environmental Assessments, 
CEAA, Provincial EA, Voluntary Agreement, Draft ToR, Environmental Permitting, Access 
Corridor, Baseline Update – Fish, Fish Community & Tagging, and Spawning surveys. After the 
presentation there was opportunity for open discussion with a Q&A period.  
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Meeting with Chief and Council 
Mishkeegogamang First Nation – Band Office 

May 15, 2018 – 10:30 am 

 
Attendees:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Agenda 

1. Exploration Numbers for Invoicing  
2. MOU Agreement update  
3. Site Visit  
4. Environmental Audit  
5. PC Gold Study  
6. Site Access  
7. Springpole EA  

 
Summary of Meeting 

The meeting began with discussions on the Pickle Crow Mine; this discussion has been omitted 
from the Record of Consultation.  

Springpole Gold Project Environmental Assessment.  

Chief and Council had received the April 25th notification from MOECC.  

The Chief had received the Notice of Commencement and our letter which was sent last week.  

Everyone appeared to be very engaged and interested in the Springpole project as a result of the 
letter sent by MOECC (Apr 25). They were invested in the phrase “the ministry has identified that 
your community may be impacted by the Project”.  

assured the group that during the EA process FMG would provide the community with notices 
about the project, as well as Project documentation and summaries.  
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The group had a number of suggestions as to how FMG should comply with the part of the letter 
that says FMG is required to “seek your community’s input in respect of the project and, 
information that your community may have about:  

• Adverse impacts the Project may have on Aboriginal and treaty rights  

• Measures for mitigating adverse impacts”  

 both suggested that they feel this project had the potential to impact the 
wildlife, the land and the water within their traditional territories. The group was clear that FMG 
should return to the community and present at a public meeting to inform the community members 
on the project. There is a community hall and they suggested that would be the place to host our 
meeting(s)  

 had several suggestions relating to how we could make a successful presentation. 
These included:  

• Make the presentation very visual  

• Provide with photographs of the site so people could see the actual area which will be 
developed.  

• He went on to suggested we provide a set of “before” “During” and “After” images,  

• Need a diagram that shows the flow of the rivers to identify what is downstream of the 
project  

 mentioned that FMG is working on an animation of the project and they felt that would be 
helpful. (Not sure if we are working on a 3D model).  

NOTE: by having one meeting in the community MOECC will require/expect us to return to present 
our responses to ideas and questions shared by the community.  

The group went on to ask several questions about the project:  

NOTE: KS worked from the project map showing the location of the mine in relation to the First 
Nations identified by MOECC. The lack of supporting print material is hampering our ability to 
provide a simple overview and get our positive message out there.  

and others all agreed that for First Nations water was at the heart of their life and 
culture and our plans to safeguard the water system would be very important going forward.  

who is well versed in mining issues and knows about the Springpole project already 
suggested that the project would be a “hard sell” and that (company) transparency was very 
important.  
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was clear FMG needs to keep his community aware of “how fast FMG is moving the yard 
sticks” which I took to mean regular updates on important milestones achieved.  

 again stated the need  in his role as President and CEO, to come to the 
community to show his interest and to meet with  council and membership.  

 (Implementation Office) who manages Mishkeegogamang’s relationship 
with Musselwhite mine under the Musselwhite Agreement had several suggestions regarding 
baseline data and information regarding water quality and water discharge levels:  

• The technical data released as part of baseline study reporting and mine design are very 
difficult for community members to grasp.  

• Mishkeegogamang has two trained water plant operators who could be present at 
meetings and could help the community understand the technical statements relating to 
water quality and discharge values.  

• (Action) to find out the names and level of training level of the operators (1-4)  

In review: I suggested FMG keep them informed on the project but the Chief said that because of 
the nature of the project and the potential impacts on wildlife and in particular water they would 
want FMG to come to the community to present for membership, and also for council. He again 
said they felt it was important for Jeff to come to the community and talk about the 
company, its plans for both projects (Pickle Crow and Springpole) and to meet and be familiar 
with the community on a face-to-face basis. The chief indicated that he saw FMG consulting with 
Mishkeegogamang on the EA at a “pretty high” level.   
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Meeting with Land Use Planning and Implementation Group 
Cat Lake/Slate Falls/MNRF – Thunder Bay 

May 25, 2018 
 

Attendees:  

 Cat Lake Elder 
 Cat Lake Lands Manager 

 Cat Lake Chief 
 Slate Falls Councillor 
 Slate Falls Lands Manager 

 Slate Falls 
ch MNRF 

 MNRF 
 FMG 
 FMG 

 
Summary of Meeting 

Meeting between the Cat Lake/Slate Falls LUP Group regarding the EA process and that the LUP 
committee would like to be kept up to date with the EA process. There was also discussion 
regarding the ability of the LUP committee to provide TEK and TLUK to FMG and to help FMG 
with information on heritage and cultural sites. 

Tentative next meeting scheduled for June 1st.  
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Open House 
Cat Lake First Nation – Community Hall  

July 24, 2018 – 1:00 p.m.   
 

Attendees:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Reference Documents:  PowerPoint deck, Handouts 

Purpose: 
Discuss overview of proposed Springpole Gold Project, EA process and Environmental Studies 

Planned Outcome: 
Provide Consultation and Receive feedback from council and members of the community on the 
project and any concerns that they may have on any aspect of the project 

Springpole Project Presentation by  at 1:39pm 

 gave introductions to the community which was translated by Deputy 
Chief . 

proceeded to give the presentation about the Springpole project. Community members were 
entering the presentation throughout the presentation. We had about 50 + members attend the 
session. We did not have a door prize for this session as chicken from Chicken Chef was viewed 
as a treat for this community. 
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stressed that we were there to listen and that we are people oriented and a values-based 
company. We are committed to local commitment – we are involved in the community and are 
approachable to the community. 

 the community that we are in the prefeasibility study – which the open house session is 
a part of the environmental process of the project. Construction would be 5 years from now.  
also noted to the community that Lac Seul First Nation, Wabauskang, Slate Falls First Nation are 
the other communities that we need to consult with. 

He informed that it was going to be an open pit mine, mill on site, processed ore on site, tailings 
on site, access road, power grid and access, treatment facility on site, and closure and 
reclamation on a responsible basis of this project. 

presented the animation video to the members and explained the process. He talked about 
dewatering the bay over a 2-year time span. Removing the bay bottom and mining it over the 12-
year span. Once done over 12 years, the tailings would be placed on a flat land away from the 
water. Once everything is done, the water would be pumped back in and removal of the coffer 
dams. The rock is being discussed for alternatives – for road aggregate or go back into the pit. 
The video was created to be educational. 

Discussed the milling process to the process – each step was described by Jeff throughout the 
mill process. There was not an online video that we could attach to the presentation so that the 
members could better understand the milling process. The mine will be nestled in the bay, not 
technology challenging. There are mining guidelines for this process. We are not putting a mine 
in the lake itself. 

gave Agnico Mine Project as an example that First Mining Gold is not doing the same. 
Springpole is simple and compact. 

started presenting the Environmental Assessment Process. He explained the Gold Canyon’s 
process and how First Mining Gold were able to move forward from their activities. He explained 
that in 2014, they went to a Class EA process to approve a corridor at Springpole with the Ministry 
of Natural Resources. They looked at two ways into Springpole – one at Sagger Road, just north 
of Ear Falls and a western corridor and an eastern route in in and at each corridor, they looked at 
impacts at each of the corridors. The eastern corridor even though it is more kilometers, there 
would be less impact on the woodland caribou habitat and there would be fewer water crossings. 
First Mining is in the process is in the process of permitting this road. There is potential for a spur 
road to the Cat Lake community – we are willing to partner with you to build a road.   
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Meeting with Chief and Council 
Mishkeegogamang First Nation – Forest Inn Cedar Room 

September 12, 2018 – 5:00 pm 
 

Attendance:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Summary of Meeting 

First Mining Gold met with representatives from Mishkeegogamang First Nation.  
 

 on September 12, 2018 at the Forest Inn Cedar Room located in Sioux Lookout. 

First Mining Gold David Mchaina delivered a PowerPoint Presentation, included in this report, to 
the representatives from Mishkeegogamang, opportunity was given to the members to ask 
questions throughout the presentation. Once the PowerPoint presentation was completed, the 
group went over to the 3D model of the Springpole Project which was better interpreted to the 
representatives. 
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Community Meeting 
White Fish Bay, Kejick Bay, Frenchman’s Head 

September 17, 2018 – 9:00 am, 1:00 pm, and 5:00 pm 
 

Attendees: 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

Background Information: 

•  
 on June 20, 2018 in Hudson, Ontario at 

the Lac Seul Training Centre of Excellence.  gave an update on the 
Springpole Project and the Goldlund Mine Project.  

• On August 20, 2018,  set a date via text to confirm 
September 17, 2018 as the Community Consultation date. 

• On August 21, 2018,  sent an email to confirm the date again that September 
17, 2018 would be a community consultation to . 

• On September 6, 2018,  sent an email to remind the Chief and Council about 
the September 17, 2018 Community Consultation. Logistic details were sent to the Chief 
and Council. FMG secured catering services from Whitefish Bay School for snacks and 
refreshments, Kejick Bay School (Waninitawangaang Memorial School) for snacks and 
refreshments, and Frenchman’s Head School (Obishikokaang Elementary School) for a 
light supper. Complex bookings were booked through , Social Director, and 
community complex coordinators. 

• On September 17, 2018,  sent another reminder to the Chief and Council 
about the consultation meetings in each community. No response from the Council. 

• Community Consultation poster was sent out via email on September 6. Hand delivered 
to Frenchman’s Head Band Office and sent to each community complexes. Poster was 
also sent out to , Director of Technology. On September 12, 2018, poster 
was sent out to  to post on the Community Social Media (Facebook). Poster 
was delivered to the Community Gas Station (Golden Eagle Gas) on September 14, 2018. 
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Meeting with Chief 
Lac Seul First Nation – Lac Seul Events Center 

September 18, 2018 – 4:00 pm 
 

Attendees: 

 
 

 
 

Summary of Meeting 

 met with  on September 18, 
2018 at the Lac Seul Events Centre.  was in an Emergency Preparedness Training 
Session and took some time away from his training to sit down and chat with FMG about 
yesterday’s consultation meetings in all three Lac Seul communities; Whitefish Bay, Kejick Bay, 
and Frenchman’s Head. 

 stated that the lack of turnout at the consultation sessions is typical and that forestry is 
an industry that Lac Seul First Nation is familiar with. He was aware that the Whitefish Bay 
community had water issues and that he had to shut down the community buildings (school, clinic, 
and band offices) due to no water in the community. 

l informed FMG that Lac Seul supports Slate Falls and Cat Lake in the Springpole Project 
but will make decisions on behalf of Slate Falls and Cat Lake; however, Slate Falls and Cat Lake 
tend to seek Lac Seul First Nation on resources and support in any resource activity in their 
territories. Lac Seul First Nation is the bigger community with the largest territory in the area. Chief 

 also stated that Lac Seul members would most benefit from the Springpole Project through 
employment. 

Meeting with Chief and Council 
Ojibway Nation of Saugeen – Forest Inn Cedar Room 

September 18, 2019 – 10:00 am 

 
Attendees: 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Meeting consisted of open discussion. Comments and concerns can be found in Section 4.  
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Meeting with Chief and Council 
Slate Falls Nation 

September 20, 2018 – 10:00 am 
 

Attendees: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Summary of Meeting: 

• This meeting was planned to review the Shared Territory Protocol Agreement between 
Slate Falls Nation, Cat Lake First Nation, and Lac Seul First Nation and to set a date for 
the Community Consultation. Meeting was held at the Slate Falls Band Office on 
September 20, 2018 with , Land Use Planner , and 
Band Administrator . First Mining Representatives:  

. 

•  expressed frustrations with FMG regarding the Springpole Tour that was held on 
August 17 & 18 with Lac Seul and Cat Lake. He disliked that Slate Falls wasn’t involved. 

• delivered a Band Council Resolution to FMG, Slate Falls BCR:2018-07-012 that 
SLFN Chief and Council is the governing body of Slate Falls community and traditional 
homelands, and that Chief and Council is informing FMG that the Cat-Slate Resource 
Management Team (Consisting of 3 partners, Cat Lake, Slate Falls and Ontario under the 
Cat Lake- Slate Falls Community Land Use Plan, approved July 2011) are the group who 
hold the knowledge and provide the recommendations to the leadership for approvals for 
projects in the Land Use Planning Area. That FMG must meet with the Cat-Slate Resource 
Management Team and all future correspondence related to this project be forwarded to 
the Cat-Slate Resource Management Team. Address: Cat-Slate Resource Management 
Team, 27 Wellington Street, Sioux Lookout, ON. P8T1E3. Signed by C , 
Councillor  and Councillor on July 30th, 2018. 

• Slate Falls would like FMG to support Bamaji Airways for shipments and travel. Slate Falls 
Community is not in good terms with Slate Falls Airways. 

• would like all matters forwarded to him or the Cat-Slate Resource Management 
Team not  
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• FMG must notify the Cat-Slate Resource Management Team on any events happening at 
the Springpole Property as it is in their Land Use Planning traditional territory stated in the 
Cat-Slate Resource Management Team traditional territory. 

• An information binder consisting of the Project Description on Springpole, EIS Guidelines, 
and Fish Report was left at the Slate Falls Band Office for membership to review on 
September 20, 2018. 

• It was decided among the group at this meeting that October 11, 2018 would be the 
community consultation date, but an email was sent to  on September 21 that 
the Slate Falls Community Consultation would need to be changed to October 24, 2018.  

will work on the event details of the community consultation. 

• Delford would like the animation video of the Springpole Mine Project played during the 
session. FMG will bring a 3D model to the Slate Falls Community. FMG will meet with 
Chief and Council along with Cat-Slate Resource Management Team prior to Community 
Consultation. Slate Falls will seek an Ojibway Translator in their community. If no one is 
available, FMG will utilize  to translate for Elders. 

• The Cat-Slate Resource Management Team consists of the following;  
(Slate), (Slate),  (Cat), and (Cat). 

• A Springpole Tour will be scheduled for Slate Falls soon.  
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Open House 
Slate Falls Nation – Band Office 

October 24, 2018 – 12:00 pm 
 

Attendees: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

Laird Tomalty 
Gina Wesley 

Summary of Meeting 

FMG set up a PowerPoint presentation, the animation video of the Springpole Project that is 
available on VRify, and the 3D Model of the Springpole Mine. Posters on Fish Habitat, Wildlife, 
and Water Monitoring etc. were posted around the hall. The Community Consultation Poster was 
sent to  to post in and around the Slate Falls Nation Community on September 6, 
2018. FMG brought a chicken and fry dinner as per Slate Falls request. 
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opportunities for band members never materialize as it is a past issue for their community with 
any resource company. The Chief and Council was very welcoming throughout the visit. 

FOLLOW-UP 

FMG to contact  for a Community Consultation Meeting with Elders in Pikangikum, 
 

FMG to send Springpole Gold Project information to Councillor  at 
 and copy Chief  on any material or email sent 

to Pikangikum First Nation regarding Springpole Gold 
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Meeting with Chief and Council 
Wabauskang First Nation – Community Hall 

December 12, 2018 – 10:30 am 
 

Attendees: 

 Resource Manager 
 Resource Coordinator  

 Councillor 
 Chief 

 Director 
 Community Relations Coordinator 

 Goldlund 

Presentation Material: 

• Springpole Gold Project Overview Poster 
• 3D Model of Springpole  
• Animation video of the Springpole Gold Project 
• Project Location Map 
• Pamphlets 

Summary of Meeting 
The meeting with the Chief and Council included a presentation of the animation video and the 
3D model followed by a Q&A period. The topics addressed included the project update, how the 
community wishes to be consulted with, CEAA and Provincial EA requirements, environmental 
permitting, and the access corridor. A digital copy of the animation video was provided to the 
Chief.  
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Meeting with Chief and Council 
Lac Seul First Nation – Independent First Nation Alliance Office 

December 14, 2018 – 9:00 am 
 

Attendees: 

 Councillor 
 Councillor 

 Councillor 
 Director 

 Community Relations Coordinator 

Summary of Meeting 

FMG  had breakfast with Councillors  
and  and Director of Commercial Operations  at the Wellington 
Inn at 9am to 11am. FMG and Lac Seul moved to the Independent First Nations Alliance (Lac 
Seul affiliated with this Tribal Council) to present the Springpole Gold Project to the Council 
Members. FMG presented the Springpole Animation video on a Projected provided by IFNA 
office. The topics addressed included Springpole Project overview, Environmental concerns – 
water quality and watershed and Economic benefits.  

Topics discussed at the IFNA office by Councillors were water, water quality, water monitoring, 
trapping, acidic rock, waste rock and tailings location, the process of monitoring the tailings pond, 
watershed flow, economic benefits, training and employment. 

 will contact STPN Committee to arrange dates to meet with FMG.  thinks it will 
take 2 days; both parties will meet separately then join in full discussion. to contact  

 about Negotiation Meetings in January. 

Generally, the Councillors brought forward concerns of impact to the land and water surrounding 
the mine site as well as road access and trapline holders in and around the mine site. Revenue 
sharing was also discussed.  is knowledgeable in the mining industry as well as 
economics. 

FOLLOW-UP 

 to contact  for time and date to present the Springpole Gold Project to 
Chief and Council at their regular Council meeting in January 22 or 23, 2019 
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Meeting with Metis Nation of Ontario 
Kenora, Days Inn 
January 8, 2019 

 

Attendees: 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  
 Director 

 Project Manager 
 Community Relations Coordinator 

 Geo Tech 

Summary of Meeting 

Opening Prayer by  and roundtable introductions by MNO and FMG. 
The topics presented included the animation video, the Springpole Project overview and the 3D 
model. Other material presented included pamphlets, reports on EIS guidelines, Fish and Habitat 
report, and the Project Description.  

Attendees reviewed the Property Location Map at a separate table to give the attendees a visual 
of the project location in Northwestern Ontario. 

The 3D Model was presented and led into discussions on the weight of the tailings ponds and the 
state of the land located at the tailings site, if there is potential for seepage. 

The animation video was shown at this point to the Group. Discussions on properties that FMG 
owns, ore grade, if any of the Outfitters had any problems with the project, how FMG transport 
workers into the site, On-Site Training when project is operational, Mining Training Program (FMG 
cannot train in this field at the moment), FMG hopes to target the younger age group to pursue 
their education (Diplomas), hunting and fishing on or near property, Cabbing area. 

FOLLOW-UP 
- FMG to reach out to Lake of the Woods for studies on water temperature to simulate data 

with Springpole 
- FMG to provide report to MNO on Species at Risk.  
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Community Resource Meeting 
Wabauskang First Nation – Community Hall 

January 24, 2019 – 2:00 pm 
 

Attendees:  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Summary of Meeting 

Wabauskang First Nation’s Alissa Van Wynen requested First Mining Gold’s presence at the 
Monthly Community Resource Meeting on January 24, 2019 to present the Springpole Gold 
Project to the community members listed on the attendees. First Mining Gold present a 
PowerPoint presentation on Springpole Gold. An animation video played throughout the session. 
Posters listed on the materials for review were posted around the hall. A sign-in sheet was passed 
around for members to sign in their attendance. The 3D model was located at the front of the 
room for viewers to look at. A total of 16 community members attended the session. 
Questionnaires were given to the community members but only 2 were returned to First Mining. 

Other materials that were available at the meeting included 

• Animation Video 

• Project Description 

• Fish and Habitat Report 

• EIS Guidelines 

• 3D Model 

• Posters – Wildlife, Water Quality & Hydrology, Fish Telemetry (Tagging Program), Fish 
Community and Habitat Community 

• Property Reference 

• Mining Careers by Minis  
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One on One Meeting 
Windigo Tribal Council – Sioux Lookout 

April 3, 2019 

 

Attendees:  

 
 

 
 
 

Summary of Meeting 

Discussion between economic benefits for the Windigo First Nations Council and FMG. Cat Lake, 
Slate Falls are associated with this tribal council. Windigo manages a corporation within the tribal 
council for economic opportunities for the northern First Nations.  
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Open House 

Slate Falls Nation – Band Office 
May 3, 2019 – 10:30 am 

 

Attendees: 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
   
  

 
 

 
 

Summary of Meeting 

The meeting consisted of a PowerPoint presentation of the Corporate update as of February 2018 
and the Springpole Project overview. There was a presentation of the 3D Model and animation 
video. The attendees were also given an open forum to have discussions on the material and to 
ask questions.  

The intention of this meeting was to ask the community how they would like to be consulted with. 
FMG is seeking guidance from Slate Falls in relation to consultation on the open pit, tailings 
management, waste rock, infrastructure, the access road, etc. 
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Meeting with Chief and Council 
Ojibway Nation of Saugeen – Wellington Inn 

July 11, 2019 – 11:30 am 
 

Attendees: 

 
 

 
 

 

Summary of Meeting 

This was an open forum meeting that addressed the following topics: Springpole Project, 
Environmental baseline studies, Tailings Empowerment, Dewatering Lake, EA process, ToR, 
Employment Opportunities, Training Opportunities, IBA’s/Percentage, Future consultation 
meetings. 

FMG met with Chief of Saugeen and Head Councillor to discuss the Springpole Gold Project. 
FMG had a Community meeting scheduled in Ojibway Nation of Saugeen but got re-scheduled 
to August 20, 2019;  had explained that there are political issues going on within the 
Community and right now is not a good time to hold a public meeting and would like more time 
for advertising and letting Community members know. FMG delivered a fruit/veggie basket and 
get-well card to  (former Chief of Saugeen –  husband) as he just 
had surgery and is in the hospital recovering. 
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Meeting with Chief and Council 
Cat Lake First Nation – Band Office 

October 24, 2019 – 1:00 pm 
 

Attendance: 

 Chief Cat Lake First Nation 
 Deputy Chief Cat Lake First Nation 
 Head Councillor Cat Lake First Nation 

 Councillor Cat Lake First Nation 
 Economic Development Officer Cat Lake First Nation 

 Executive Secretary Cat Lake First Nation 
 Vice President FMG 

 Mineral Projects and Property Manager FMG 
 Evnrmt & Sustainability Coordinator FMG 

 Environmental Scientist FMG 
 Community Relations Coordinator FMG 

The meeting began around 1:00 pm (central time) with prayers and introductions. A map was 
provided to illustrate proposed and alternative road corridors to access Cat Lake First Nation. 

Domtar has been approved to build a road from the end of Wenasaga Road up to Birch Lake in 
order to gain access to allocated wood. Once this extension is completed, First Mining would like 
to construct 15 km of road to the west to reach the Springpole Mine site. In order to reach Cat 
Lake, an additional 60 km of road is required to be constructed towards the north. The alternative 
route would extend towards the Slate Falls Road and connect to the Vermillion Road heading 
towards Sioux Lookout. This route was proposed as an option because it is a faster route for rail 
access, as well as having an additional exit option for the community in case of emergencies. 

Some of Cat Lake’s concerns involve an agreement with Slate Falls which would include avoiding 
the alternative option of a road adjoining with the Slate Falls Road.  also 
mentioned that they would like the road to be a private road from Birch Lake up to the community. 
Another alternative was presented where the road cuts through the reserve land; this would 
require additional water crossings but would reduce the amount of road construction. The First 
Mining team agreed that an engineering company such as Windigo would have to look at the 
feasibility of this water crossing option. The Chief and Council also wanted to ensure that Ear 
Falls was on board with the road, and not opposing increased traffic through their town; Laird 
assured that the new road would be welcomed as it would bring economic opportunity to Ear Falls 
with more people passing through, he does not anticipate any opposition. 
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 went over some of the benefits of the road, agreeing that a private road would be 
possible with a gate installed just beyond Domtar’s extension. They also acknowledged a 
partnership with Sigfusson.  promoted the idea of an MOU where jobs would be provided 
for members of the community to maintain the road. Head Councillor,  mentioned 
that the community may want to purchase a rock crusher, and the First Mining team agreed that 
throughout mine development, rock could be provided to the community for road construction, as 
well, the mine could rent the crusher from the community once the road is finished construction. 
Laird also confirmed that the preferred road location crossed over high ground eskers, containing 
more desirable road construction material that will lower the cost of construction. 

Due to elections coming up in 6 months (April 2020), the Chief and Council would like to speed 
the process along as much as possible to mitigate any progress being lost in the transition of 
Council members. Communications and data management tend to be lost as new members come 
on.  stated that she has already been in contact with , the Minister 
of Energy, about the construction of a new road for the community but has not made any progress 
thus far. 

With both parties in agreement of the road and the preferred location, it was decided a second 
meeting was necessary to bring in Domtar, EACOM, and Lac Seul to discuss more about the road 
construction, flight lines, and completing a cost analysis for the project. Much of the environmental 
studies and reporting has been completed by Genivar in 2014, with all potential water crossings 
identified (aside from the new alternate option crossing through the reserve land).  There was 
also a draft MOU drawn up with Ghost Canyon in 2014;  will find this agreement to bring to 
the next meeting. This meeting should occur within 2 months but will have to wait until after 
November 15th due to other commitments of First Mining. Once this meeting takes place, there 
will be a stronger case built to present to the Federal and Provincial governments in order to 
achieve approval for funding. 

Meeting Commenced around 2:45 pm. 

Action Items 

Action Item 1:  will find the draft MOU drawn up with Ghost Canyon to bring to the next 
meeting. 

Action Item 2:  will schedule a meeting with Lac Seul, EACOM, and Domtar 
within the next 2 months.  
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Community Meeting 
Lac Seul First Nation – Frenchman’s Head Events Centre 

November 13, 2019 – 4:30 pm 
 

Attendees: 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Summary of Meeting 

 began the presentation by introducing the team and reviewing the project description and 
introducing the draft Terms of Reference.  presented the Indigenous Consultation Plan 
and  reviewed the EA Baseline study results. The meeting included a PowerPoint 
presentation, the 3D model and animation video, and an open forum for discussion on the 
materials and to answer any questions from the community.  

The Frenchman's Head grade 8 class provided a spaghetti dinner.  
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Community Meeting 
Slate Falls Nation – Band Office 
December 11, 2019 – 12:00 pm 

 

Attendees:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Summary of Meeting 

FMG arrived at the band office around 12:00 pm and provided a Subway lunch to the attendees. 
The group signed into the guest book and the agenda was provided on the TV screen for everyone 
to review. With no objections or additions to the agenda,  began the meeting at 1:23 pm.  

Introductions of the FMG team were given and  reiterated that this was the third visit to the 
community as well, there was a meeting with the Chief and Council.  

made his opening remarks, stating that he has been working with FMG for about 3 years. 
He encouraged the community members to attend the presentation and asked them to spread 
the word as he sincerely wants the community to be fully aware of what will be coming and why 
things are happening. also asked FMG to provide the meeting notes with a summary of 
the comments and questions from previous meetings.  

 added that the company sees value added to the project through the participation of the 
communities; input is key. People are brought from all over the country, if we have interest from 
the communities then we can hire locally. 

expressed a strong interest in gaining a better understanding of the timeline of the project. 
Including the time before the lifespan of the mine and the closure plan after the lifespan.  
explained that the life of the mine is anticipated to be around 12 years, the construction phase will 
be about 2 years and the closure plan will take about 3 years; the total expected timeline for the 
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entire project will be about 17 years. Training and road access will be available before the 
production of the mine.  

 began the presentation with an overview of the project including the consultation 
requirements and the baseline studies that have started and will be required. He then explained 
the process about the EA, informing the community members about the change in the Act and 
how FMG will be following the EAA from 2012, not the new Impact Assessment Act, 2019. A 
corporate update was also given outlining the company assets in Springpole, Goldlund, Cameron, 
and Hopebrook. The presentation reviewed the Core Asset Portfolio in Ontario. 

The Springpole presentation included the explanation of the dewatering process, pumping 36,000 
tonnes/day. The purpose is to isolate the area so that upstream does not mix with the downstream 
side. The process includes the installation of 3 coffer dams about 5 meters deep that will be 
impermeable to prevent water from draining back into the pit. The drainage area will be about 6% 
of the total lake surface area, totaling about 1% of the entire watershed.  

The material will consist of 320 million tonnes of waste rock material, where every 1 tonne or ore 
will require 2 tonnes of water rock to be mined. Every 1 tonne of ore mined will produce 1 gram 
of gold. The plant used to process the ore will use cyanide; a demonstrated process that is 
complemented by a floatation to remove sulphites that will increase the recovery by 10%. The 
total recovery of the 1 gram/tonne will be about 90%. After processing the waste materials 
becomes the tailings that will be put into a sewage lagoon where any water that is discharged will 
be regulated and monitored.  

This led into an open discussion where many questions were asked by the community members. 
The comments and responses can be found in the comments and concerns table.  

 continued the presentation with the production profile illustrating that it takes a few years 
to get into full production mode as capital is still owed in the first few years. He also explained that 
the 12 years has potential to be expanded by stock piling low grade ore if the price of gold goes 
up and processing becomes feasible later. With the permitting timeline, mine production is 
anticipated to start in 2024. The 3D animation video was shown at this time.  

 then presented the baseline studies, reviewing the climate, air quality, noise and vibrations, 
geochemistry, and surface water quality (done every quarter). He explained that there are still 
ongoing studies including hydrogeology to determine the ideal monitoring locations. A model will 
also provide ground water flow and fractures.  talked about the aquatic environment and 
explained that there are 3 campaigns including the fish habitat study, fish usability, and benthic 
communities. FMG is also required to do a toxicity study where the results were presented in the 
fish tagging poster.  
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 also talked about the alternatives that will be reviewed in the EA process. He explained 
that there are 2 main types of alternatives including “alternatives to” the project and “alternative 
methods.” Alternative methods for mine water management, mine rock and over burden 
management, water supply, water discharge, water course realignment, aggregate supply, site 
infrastructure positioning, non-hazardous solid waste, hazardous waste, contaminated 
hydrocarbon soils, domestic sewage, power supply, site access and routing, and mine closure.  

The meeting was ended at 3:08 pm and a draw was done to distribute 10 FMG toques. 

Meeting with Chief and Council 
Ojibway Nation of Saugeen - Best Western, Dryden 

December 16, 2019 - 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

 

Attendance:  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

Summary of Meeting 

FMG team met with the Chief and Council with their legal counsel present at the Best western in 
Dryden on December 16, 2019. did introductions and asked the Chief for an update on the 
community. gave the update reiterating that they were happy to meet with us as we have 
been trying to connect for a few months now, she said the community has an interest in the project 
but it not committing to anything now. They are interested in learning about the EA and the project 
update. stated that there are still some political issues in the community and wanted to 
ensure FMG is aware that this is the official Council regardless of any rumors. added that 
there are some people who reside off reserve who are not happy with the current council and will 
try to make meetings without them and just asked that FMG respect that they are not to make 
meetings without the consent of the official Chief and Council recognized by the Government. He 
also added that there will be opportunity for full community consultation. admitted that FMG 
has received calls from off reserve individuals but assured the council that the company has not 
and will not partake in these meetings and will only do as instructed by the Chief and Council. 
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 proceeded with the meeting and completed a project update highlighting the key topics: 
dewatering of the mine, the submission on the project update, the issuance of the EIS guidelines 
and the entrance into a Voluntary Agreement with the province.  He told them we have submitted 
the draft ToR for review by the government and then it will be circulated to the communities for 
review and consultation opportunities. Other topics included an update on the baseline studies, 
where Shaun explained about the pre-existing conditions and the studies being done including 
the atmospheric studies with the weather stations to feed a model that will indicate the chances 
of flooding. He also explained about the hydrology studies including the ground and surface water 
interactions and the model to predict water flow to the pit. He talked about the tailings 
management and monitoring locations, as well as the fish studies. 

After an open discussion of comments and questions,  asked if FMG was looking for a letter 
of understanding or a commitment at this point? explained that the company would like to 
visit the community and make a presentation to the community members. Presentations typically 
take about 2 hours to fully explain the project and to provide ample time for comments and 
questions that can lead us to mitigation before any impacts occur. 

The group decided a community meeting would be best scheduled for the beginning of February 
and materials should be sent to both a head of time. also mentioned that 
Saugeen has a website that can be used to post updates and the poster of the meeting. The most 
recent presentation material was uploaded to a jump drive and given to  the meeting.  
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3.2 Meeting Reports of Consultation Activities with Government Agencies 

Interagency Meeting 
Toronto 

Monday April 30, 2018 - 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 

Attendees: 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

EIS Guidelines came out recently 

 A list of communities was included in the letter sent to FMG 
Peter and Agni provided background to the decision-making process 
Groups consulted included: MNRF, MNDM, MOECC 
Issues shaping the process include the potential impact of this project upon Aboriginal and 
Treaty Rights, water, lands wildlife 

The three new FN’s are outside the expected scope of the project – impacts have been 
determined and /or calculated which remove these communities from previous consideration. The 
exit in secondary and tertiary watersheds. 

 MNRF identified caribou range as a potential area of concern for the three new 
communities. 

Are the three new communities: Pikangikum, Mishkeegogamang and Saugeen to be 
consulted as “for information only” or more extensively? 

 
Currently the MOECC feel that the three new communities appear to be at the lower end of 
the spectrum but, 
MOECC recommend after FMG reaches out in print and/ or a community visit to each 
community we will have a better understanding of the individual level of engagement 
required. 
Community responses to FMG will determine the level of consultation required. 
FMG to start the conversation including the Notice of Commencement and a letter 

Asked the group about the apparent inconsistencies between CEAA and MOECC’s 
respective approaches to developing a list of communities to consult. 
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CEAA looked at potential impacts to Aboriginal and Treaty Rights etc.to determine the 
details of their EA decision Statement. 

I have experienced some difficulty in connecting with the MNO – brief history and request for 
guidance. 

Offered to provide their contact list if required. 

Noted the new approach by MNO – 7 areas of special interest in the province. He seemed 
to suggest that MNO may take a more active interest in the area in which Springpole is located. 
He would not be drawn on the subject. 

Points of contact. As per the guidance document we could mix it up to ensure a full 
consultation – all groups - elders to youth – land users, etc. “any interested person” 

Federal review period is 30 days bringing us to May 28th, then 30 more days until the 
guidelines are finalized. 

The addition of 3 new First Nations will impact FMG’s timelines 

*NOTE: Where the two processes align consultation can be included in the ToR

Representatives from the District MOECC may want to ride along with the FMG team. The 
name of the Thunder Bay MOECC contact is ). 

Which municipalities should we be looking at connecting with? 

MOECC: Red Lake, Sioux Lookout, Ear Falls, maybe Dryden and possibly Thunder Bay 

*NOTE: We (FMG) will have to determine the locations based upon our understanding of where
there is potential for impact from the project.

Public consultation can be coordinated between CEAA and MOECC. 

Government Review Team members: MOECC for sure 

 They will be looking at all aspects but particularly at our efforts to solicit and 
include: 

Traditional Knowledge 
Health and Safety 
Physical impacts 
Cultural impacts 

Noted that these areas are also covered under the CEAA process in sections 7.9.9 and 
7.3.4 Effects on Indigenous Groups 
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Criterion Indicators 

Impacts on Right (Section 6): - how do they feel about the project (Assess impacts on direct 
and indirect rights) 

How they value the rights? 
How do they exercise them? 

Asked the group what protection does FMG have from another community asserting an 
interest in Springpole after much or all the work has been done by FMG. 

The list of communities is an “evergreen” list made up from formal checks and guidance 

If a community comes forward, they will need to prove their interest in the project 

NOTE – So very little protection. 

 MOECC has done a lot of work to identify a definitive list for FMG. Does not expect any 
surprises but one never knows. 

ACTION ITEMS:  

: Wants to meet to look at the Draft EIS Guidelines (60 days from Friday) 

 Draft Notice of Commencement 

: What sort of feedback do you expect to receive? 
Technical feedback from the Feds 
Project related feedback from the First Nations.  
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One on One Meeting 
MNRF – Sioux Lookout - Frog Rapids Camp 

May 11, 2018 
 

Attendees:  
 

 Regional Manager MNRF 
 

 
Summary of Meeting 

mentioned that he was excited at the prospect of FMG attending/participating in the Cat 
Lake/Slate Falls First Nation Land Use Planning Committee process (meetings), as the 
absence of a mining group at the sessions had left a gap in the process to date. I took  
to be referring to the correspondence – originally from  and then from the Chief 
and Council of Cat Lake indicating that FMG should engage the LUP committee as part of 
the community consultation process for the Springpole EA. 

FMG did not know at the time that MNRF was to be included in the process requested by Cat 
Lake.  

Subsequently a meeting (May 25th) has taken place between FMG and  
and notes from that meeting have been circulated to the Stakeholder Group. 

Action Items 

Check back with  on how he sees FMG and the LUP group engaging.  
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Interagency Meeting 
Toronto, On – Agency Ontario Region Office 

October 2, 2018 – 2:00 pm 
 

Attendees: 
 MECP 

 MECP 
 ENDM 

 ENDM 
 FMG 

 FMG 
 Agency 

 Agency 
 Agency 
 Agency 

PURPOSE 

• To discuss timelines related to the environmental assessment processes 

• To provide an overview of the federal environmental assessment (EA) process 

• To discuss and highlight certain sections of the Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) 

• Guidelines 

Documents presented: 

• CEAA Presentation on EIS Guidelines to Proponent, dated October 2, 2018 

• Example Figure of Impacts to Rights Assessment 

• First Mining Gold Presentation on Springpole Gold Project (Project) 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome and Introductions (All) 

2. Update on FMG Engagement Activities with Indigenous Groups (FMG) 

3. Schedule for Terms of Reference (ToR) and overall EA (FMG) 

4.Schedule for collecting information from Indigenous groups to inform the EA (FMG) 

5. EIS Guidelines (Agency) 

6. Next Steps (All) 
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NOTES 

Action Items 

1 FMG will share the slide deck used for this meeting. Ongoing 

2 MECP and the Agency will re-share comments generated from its review of the ToR 
presentation 

3 drafted by FMG. Completed. [Agency emailed its comments on the TOR presentations 
to David Mchaina on October 3, 2018.] MECP emailed correspondence to  

on October 4, 2018 

4 MECP will set up meeting to discuss Indigenous consultation. FMG would like to discuss 
consultation activities with trapline holders at the next meeting. Completed. [Meeting is 
scheduled for November 22, 2018] 

5 Agency and MECP will provide correspondence with previous FMG contact to  
. Completed. [Agency emailed its correspondence with FMG dated from 

February 15, 2018 to July 31, 2018 to  on October 3, 2018.] MECP 
emailed correspondence to  on October 4, 2018 

6 Agency will share links to examples of impacts to rights assessments from other 
projects. The Agency will also provide FMG with a contact from Environment and 
Climate Change Canada (ECCC) (re: Woodland Caribou). Completed. [Agency emailed 
the links and ECCC contact to FMG on October 12, 2018]  

7 MECP and the Agency will set up a meeting to discuss work plan for coordinating federal 
and provincial EA processes. Ongoing – to be scheduled after November meeting 

Summary of the Meeting 

• FMG has met or intends to meet the following Indigenous groups: 

• Cat Lake First Nation – July 24, 2018 

• Lac Seul First Nation (3 communities) – September 17, 2018 

• Wabauskang First Nation – Week of October 8, 2018 

• Pikangikum First Nation (Chief and Council) - October 10, 2018 

• Slate Falls First Nation (community) – October 24, 2018 

• Métis Nation of Ontario, Mishkeegogamang Ojibway First Nation and Ojibway Nation of 
Saugeen to be confirmed 

Topic 2: Update on FMG Engagement Activities with Indigenous Groups 
FMG provided a summary of comments heard so far from the potentially affected Indigenous 
groups which included: jobs and training; effects on fish and fish habitat related to dewatering the 
northern basin of Springpole Lake and also what will happen to the fish; effects on water quality - 
related to draining the pit; effects on moose and caribou related to the access road; effects on air 
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quality; accommodation measures for impacts to traditional activities; effects on vegetation; 
maintain biodiversity; concerns about preserving pictographs near Springpole Lake. 

FMG will meet with tourism outfitters on October 10, 2018 and are consulting with property 
owners. FMG is also planning to consult with non-government organizations (NGO). 

Topic 3: Schedule for Terms of Reference and overall EA 
FMG plan to complete the draft ToR between May to June 2019 and finalize the ToR for approval 
in November- December 2019. 

MECP noted that timelines for the ToR process need to consider MECP review and the potential 
for FMG to make the required changes as a result of that review. MECP noted that there are risks 
with the schedule proposed by FMG for the submission of a ToR in mid-2019, while proceeding 
with studies and work associated with the federal EA. 

Agency recommended that a single body of documentation is prepared by the proponent to satisfy 
both federal and provincial EA requirements to facilitate a coordinated review. FMG plans to 
provide one body of documentation to satisfy both EA processes. 

Topic 4: Schedule for collecting information from Indigenous groups to inform the EA 

FMG indicated that it was engaging Indigenous communities at various levels and is approaching 
some communities as notification only. MECP clarified that this was not consistent with the 
ministry’s guidance and direction, and that all communities identified by the ministry should be 
consulted. 

MECP asked whether previous direction and guidance regarding the ministry’s expectations for 
Indigenous consultation provided to FMG in meetings, letters, and emails had been transitioned 
to . As this information had not been shared with  MECP recommended a 
separate meeting on Indigenous consultation to re-iterate previous direction to FMG on the 
provincial and federal expectations related to Indigenous consultation requirements. MECP and 
the Agency agreed to send relevant correspondence for review and consideration. This 
correspondence includes comments on FMG’s consultation plan for the preparation of the ToR, 
presentation materials, as well MECP’s letter delegating procedural aspects of Aboriginal 
consultation. 

Topic 5: EIS Guidelines 

The Agency briefly mentioned the transition provisions of the new Impact Assessment Act as it 
relates to the Project and requested FMG’s intention on whether it would continue the EA for the 
Project under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEAA 2012) or under the 
proposed legislation. Further discussions will be held. 
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The Agency noted that the figure related to impacts to rights is not formal Agency guidance but 
can be used as a framework when assessing impacts to rights of Indigenous peoples. Agency 
will share links to examples of how impacts to rights were assessed for other projects. The Agency 
further stated the importance of collecting and separately describing baseline information and 
effects assessment for each potentially affected Indigenous group as it will focus the Agency’s 
recommendation to the Minister. 

The Agency noted the importance of maintaining a record of consultation, evidence of questions 
asked and transparency of information provided to groups in relation to the effects assessment, 
the quality of information it gathers; and when engaging with Indigenous groups, it is to ensure 
that a two-way dialogue has taken place and not just an information download. Also, the Agency 
may request the proponent to address and provide responses to Indigenous issues or comments 
received by the Agency. 

The Agency noted that on July 31, 2018, Agency provided new direction to FMG to engage with 
Métis Nation of Ontario as they are potentially affected by the Project. 

The Agency stated that when assessing the effects of changes to the environment on Indigenous 
peoples, effects assessment on the biophysical environment should not be used as a proxy. 

The Agency noted that the EIS must be clear on what mitigation will address what potential 
effects, and what follow-up measures are designed to address what uncertainties. 

The Agency highlighted the following items from the EIS Guidelines: 

• Section 7.1.8 – FMG is to consult with ECCC on assessing impacts on Woodland Caribou. 

• Section 7.1.11 and 7.3.5 – once the valued components, effects and federal decisions are 
known, 

• the Agency would like to discuss assessment of section 5(2) effects under CEAA 2012 
with FMG. 

• Section 7.2.1 – FMG is to ensure its assessment of air quality takes into account all project 
phases. The Agency noted that if Indigenous peoples use the area within the property 
boundary, effects related to air quality (and noise) should also be assessed within the 
property boundary. 

Topic 6: Next Steps 

The Agency, FMG and MECP will plan for another meeting related to consultation activities and 
discuss the work plan for the coordination of provincial and federal EA processes. 
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Meeting with MNRF 
Red Lake, ON - MNRF District Office 

October 10, 2018 – 9:00 am 
 

Attendees:  

 District Manager  
 Resource Operations Supervisor 

 Management Biologist  
 A/District Planner  
 Regional Species at Risk Specialist (conference line)  
 FMG 

 FMG 
 FMG 

  FMG (conference line) 
Agenda: 

• Welcome and Introduction  
• Current approved ESR.   

• future development considerations for ESA  
• Endangered Species Act  

• section 9 & 10  
• Information Gathering Form  

• why required  
• current status  

• Avoidance Alternative Form  
• why required  
• current status 

• Overall Benefit Consideration  
• research  
• road decommissioning  
• other actions  

• Next Steps   
• IGF/AA updates 

ESA – overall benefitting EA process (temp road) and then the mine development process and 
permitting process – what is approved in the final ESA 

• road and mine development in the EA and then the permitting would trigger the 
Endangered Species Act.  

• Adding into the current would be subject to the ESA and incorporated in the EA process. 
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• Once EA Process approved – ESA additional work – It is important for FMG what needs 
to be done. 

• FMG wants to know what additional work are required going forward. 

• Information gathering could be started. If through the consultations, there are more 
comments or public input throughout the course, then this would need to be addressed. 

Section 9 & 10 – endangered and threatened species - activities that would be prohibited. 
• Avoidance – preferred option. Authorization is required if not. Overall Benefit process 

• Section 9 – species protection (H&H) 

Section 10 – Habitat protection (DND) 
• Adverse effects, repro, feed, migration, assessment cases by case, species type, activity, 

what activity, permanent, duration,  

Section 9 and 10 are important in the area of Springpole –  
• Category 1 Habitat around Springpole – Significant area for Caribou habitat 

Information Gathering Form – first phase of the permitting process 
• 3 forms 

• authorization is needed. Helps the proponent gather info – species present in the vicinity 
of the project – general vicinity. Habitat presence? MNRF determine sufficient effort. 
Potential effects of the Species – IGF (Contravention of section 9 or 10) right amount of 
details of the surveys, analysis, foot, timing of the activities – to determine the adverse 
effects. This is basically a screening process 

Avoidance Alternative Form - April 
•  completed for FMG.  – sufficient? It is sufficient to accept FMG’s AAF. 

The revisions were accepted and deemed sufficient.  

Overall Benefit Consideration  

Decommissioning – roads by FMG. Part of the permit because of the change 

Next steps 
• Updated IGF from First Mining 

• will follow-up – want things official in a letter about the revisions 

• AA Update is good 

• IGF Complete  

Follow up – OB – talk internally about roads to consider, scenarios long term road, not being 
decommissioned, awkward due to legality 

• FMG will work on OB package – will send information through the email with the links on 
the documents that FMG needs.  
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Interagency Meeting 
55 York St, Suite 600 Toronto, ON – Conference Room B 

November 22, 2018 – 9:00 am 
 

Attendees:  

 
 

  
  

 
 

Hazel Mullin - FMG 

Purpose: To discuss Indigenous consultation for the Springpole Project. 

Agenda 
1. Praxis data management demonstration. 

2. Update on Indigenous engagement activities 

3. Valued Components Related to Potential Effects of Changes to the Environment on 
Indigenous Peoples (FMG) 

4. Discussion on list of Indigenous groups and expectations: MECP and Agency 

5. Next Steps 

6. EA Coordination Meeting 

Summary of the Meeting 

1. Praxis Data Management Demonstration (FMG) 
FMG presented the Praxis data software to MECP and CEAA. FMG uses this software program 
for consultations questions and answers, contact with First Nations, track meetings and 
consultation meetings with First Nations, and community investments. 

Issues discussed with this program:  

• FMG needs to input consultation issues in Praxis 

• Information sharing on Traditional Knowledge: Confidentiality and Public Records – FMG 
keeps all information from the Indigenous communities private. Anything that is submitted 
to CEAA is made public 

2. Update on Indigenous Activities 

FMG is meeting regularly with the Communities of Interest. 7 of the 8 total communities are 
cooperating now. Wabauskang First Nation has been contacted for a meeting and consultation, 
but response is limited.  

FMG has a Community Investment Meeting with Cat Lake First Nation on December 04, 2018, 
consultation meeting with Pikangikum First Nation on December 06, 2018 and a consultation 
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meeting with Slate Falls Nation on December 12, 2018. A meeting is planned with Métis Nation 
of Ontario on December 19, 2018 but FMG will schedule this to January 2019 - FMG plans to halt 
meetings until January 2019 due to Christmas holidays.  
Action:  

• MECP advised FMG to continue contacting First Nation. Advice on Meaningful 
Consultation is available from CEAA and MECP. 

• FMG to provide monthly updates to CEAA and MECP 

3. Valued Components Related to Potential Effects of Changes to the Environment on 
Indigenous Peoples (FMG) 

Valued Components are recorded and summarized. FMG does a meeting summary report for all 
meetings that are scheduled with the First Nations. The Record of Consultation is used once the 
final question and answer sheet is developed. FMG is compiling all questions into one document 
and will record it on the Record of Consultation template that was provided by CEAA. FMG 
discussed how FMG is structuring the consultation to suit the needs of the Indigenous community. 

was hired to translate material for Ojibway speaking people, a method to engage 
with the Indigenous communities. Some First Nations prefer their own translator. The 3D Model 
and Animation video that FMG uses at consultation meetings is useful – more feedback is given 
once the participant sees the visual demonstration of the project.  

Issues: 

• Phases need to be tracked separately for MECP and CEAA on reporting 

• FMG needs to prompt the Indigenous communities to provide information on 
environmental effects and impacts to rights. FMG needs to ask meaningful questions for 
input from the First Nations, eg. Questions related to Impacts to Rights (document 
provided by CEAA on October 02, 2018 meeting). FMG to attach questions to PowerPoint 
presentations.  

• Separate records for reporting on consultation with Indigenous communities, federal and 
provincial EA processes 

Action: 
• FMG to keep CEAA and MECP updated on all meetings on the Springpole Gold Project 

• Monthly Memorandum to MECP and CEAA on FMG Activities and Regular call-in 
communication to CEAA and MECP 

• Another meeting will be planned in Toronto in February 2019. 

4. Discussion on list of Indigenous groups and expectations: MECP and Agency 

List of communities that FMG needs to consult; Cat Lake First Nation, Slate Falls, Nation, Lac 
Seul First Nation, Wabauskang First Nation, Pikangikum First Nation, Mishkeegogamang First 
Nation, Ojibway Nation of Saugeen, Métis Nation of Ontario. CEAA and MECP broadened the 
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area for impacted communities based on the Caribou range due to its impact on Rights of 
Indigenous peoples. CEAA and MECP expect FMG to make effort and discuss impacts on rights 
with these First Nations. FMG is also working on Trapline Holders near the project – this is 
ongoing and FMG is communicating with MNRF in Red Lake for this information.  
Action:  

• MECP and CEAA will re-send comments generated from its review of the ToR 
presentation drafted by FMG  

• MECP will work with FMG on the ToR Consultation Plan 

5. Next Steps 

• Draft Consultation Plan for the ToR 

• Develop Table of Contents for the ToR (MECP and FMG) 

• Alternative Methods – to be discussed at MECP Meeting 

• Schedule Next Meeting in February 2019 

• Include CEAA at the Red Lake MNRF meeting – FMG to send agenda to CEAA 

6. EA Coordination Meeting 

This will be a separate meeting with MECP to be scheduled in January 2019.  
Action: 

• MECP to organize the EA Coordination meeting with FMG in January 2019. 

Review of Action Items  
1. FMG will seek input from CEAA and MECP on what to include in Praxis Data. FMG will 

input consultation issues into Praxis. Ongoing 

2. MECP advised FMG to continue contacting First Nations. Advice on Meaningful 
Consultation is available from CEAA and MECP. FMG to provide monthly updates to 
CEAA and MECP. Ongoing 

3. FMG to keep CEAA and MECP updated on all meetings on the Springpole Gold Project.  

4. MECP and CEAA will re-send comments generated from its review of the ToR 
presentation drafted by FMG. 

5.  
• Draft Consultation Plan for the ToR 
• Develop Table of Contents for the ToR (MECP and FMG) 
• Alternative Methods – to be discussed at MECP Meeting in January 2019 
• Schedule Next CEAA Meeting in February 2019 
• Include Agency at the Red Lake MNRF meeting – FMG to send agenda to CEAA 

prior 
6. MECP to organize the EA Coordination meeting with FMG in January 2019. 
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Interagency Meeting 
55 York St, Suite 600 Toronto, ON – Conference Room B 

March 5, 2019 – 1:00 pm 
 

Attendees:  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Purpose 

• To provide an overall project update 

• To discuss coordination of federal and provincial EA process for the Springpole Gold 
Project  

• To provide an update on activities related to public and Indigenous engagement 
Documents for Review 

• 2019-02-08 Coordinated Federal-Provincial EA Process Table for the Springpole Gold 
Project 

• 2019-02-08 Coordinated Federal Provincial EA Process Diagram for the Springpole Gold 
Project 

AGENDA 

1. Overall Project Update, including preparation of the Terms of Reference (FMG) 15 

2. Environmental Assessment Coordination (Agency, MECP) 45 

• Context 

• Overview of Table 

• Overview of Diagram 

• Discussion  

3. Public and Indigenous Engagement/Consultation Update (FMG) 15 

4. Interagency Meeting (March 26, 2019) (ENDM, FMG) 15 
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Interagency Meeting 
Red Lake, On 

March 26, 2019 – 12:40 pm 
 

Attendees:  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Summary of the Meeting 

opened the meeting on a short summary of the proposed access road plans – to 
discuss the process of the Class EA on the proposed temporary road to Springpole Gold Project.  

 would like to discuss the correspondence that was received in July regarding the 
Access Road. 

Discussion on the temporary road such as meeting the objectives in the Class EA. Measures 
need to be indicated for FMG to proceed. A discussion on the rigor within the FMP in terms of 
road decommissioning and its requirements such as the Rigby road and Domtar’s plans for this 
road. A temporary road that would be built should not be included in the disturbance analysis so 
it’s easier to be decommissioned. It will depend what the rigor is in the FMP. FMG will need to 
determine what needs to be done in the OB. 

Water crossings is an issue through this proposed temporary road plan.  

FMG would like a map from MNRF of all the potential roads so that it would be easier to analyze 
for decommissioning. FMG cannot access this information from Domtar due to the Species at 
Risk, namely Caribou. 

Spatial data in the roads, and the habitat calving – decommissioning roads in category 1 would 
be easier than category 3. There are tools for FMG to access in this plan to reduce the risk in the 
wildlife disturbance. 
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discussed the possibility of installing a temporary culvert through the water crossings, but 
this would be based on feasibility.  

MNRF is cautious when it comes to identifying roads. MNRF can assist FMG with identifying 
roads that are to their knowledge indicated in the FMP.  

requesting from MNRF – where are the issues in the bridges, roads, additional sites that 
could be rehabilitated. 

Road Decommissioning: Overall benefit in the Caribou conservation framework – this an issue 
when building a road. What type of feedback is expected from the province, types of the roads 
that are on the landscape due to decommissioning? What feedback and expectations for the 
feedback is needed from the province? FMG is looking for potential problems in the roads that 
are identified. OB measures need to be identified so that planning for road construction could be 
easier and cost-efficient. Identifying the decommissioned roads before the process begins would 
be efficient.  

FMG is looking for road access information from the Obishikokaang Resources Corporation but 
has been unsuccessful 

Next step: submit OB measures proposal? 

– this would be a good plan so that a discussion could take place. 

Feedback would be given once the OB measures proposal is submitted. OB measures the 
cumulative range disturbance – e.g., general habitat categories could be identified so generate 
less risks when building the road. MNRF would like to reduce less risk. FMG needs to identify 
road networks to reduce the risk to wildlife habitat. 

FMG – does MNRF have a list of roads that FMG could access that has this information where 
less risk is identified to disturb the natural habitat? 

Phase 1: Identify roads that FMG can work on. Analysis can be done once this is done. 

FMG does not have the roads to work with. 

Identified Roads: There are 3 roads – FMG needs shape files of the location; Sunrise (7-8k a 
branch road), Moncton and Moosehead roads. These are the roads that MNRF identified. FMG 
needs to ground truth these roads – to see what kind of state they are in and what needs to be 
done in the future. FMG needs to be in contact with Domtar. 

Timelines – ground truth will begin in the spring. April will need to run it through the CST for 
caribou risk, and the SFL’s. 
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Interagency Conference 
Red Lake, ON – ENDM Board Room/WebEx 

March 26, 2019 – 9:00 am 
 

Attendees:  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Agenda 

1. Introductions 
2. About First Mining Gold 
3. Project Overview  

• Springpole Project 
• Overview of Environmental Baseline Studies  
• Access Road to Springpole 
• Overview of Community Consultation and Engagement  
• EA Process and Timelines 

4. Lunch 
5. Anticipated Regulatory Approvals and Partial List of Potential Permits 
6. Questions and Discussion 

Introductions 

• Went around the table and received introductions from each person in attendance. 
• About First Mining Gold 
• Slides presented by  (First Mining Gold (“FMG”))  
• Provided an overview of FMG and the Springpole Project. Discussed Pre-Feasibility 

Study (“PFS”) and timeline – 1st Q 2020.  

Action Items 

• Make sure Cat Lake and not Cat Falls referred to in future presentations (Energy 
Northern Development and Mines (“ENDM”)) 

• Project Overview 
• Springpole Project 
• Slides presented by (FMG)  
• Provided an overview of the Springpole Project. Presented video.  
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Overview of Environmental Baseline Studies 
• Slides presented by  (Story Environmental Inc. (“SEI”)) – Aquatic 

Environment 
• Slides presented by (KBM Resources Group (“KBM”) – Terrestrial 

Environment 
• Slides presented by (DST Consulting Engineers (“DST”)) - Hydrology 

Questions 
Q1 – Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (“DFO”) – Are there additional fisheries 
data for the wetlands assessed? 
• No, most of the wetlands assessed where located adjacent to a waterbody that was 

assessed as part of the fisheries baseline program. This fisheries data was utilized to 
support the wetland assessment. 

Q2 – Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (“MNRF”) – Were the Ontario Wetland 
Evaluation System (“OWES”) scorecards kept and are they available? 
• Yes, the OWES scorecards have been retained and will be presented with the baseline 

report.  
Temporary Access Rd. to Springpole 

• Slides presented by  (KBM). 
Overview of Community Consultation and Engagement  
Slides presented by (FMG). Key messages from FMG: 

• Consultation started back in 2011 with Gold Canyon (Indigenous communities, 
stakeholders including outfitters, etc.); and goal is to prepare the draft Terms of Reference 
(“ToR”) by July 2019. 

• Note: the following paragraph was discussed in the final Q/A session but for continuity 
was brought forward into this section. 

• FMG asked if the ministry would be able to join them in consultation meetings. The ministry 
indicated that they have passed the duty to consult down to FMG (the proponent). Also, 
communities do not always want the ministry present during consultation meetings. 
However, if an Indigenous community requests the presence of the ministry, ENDM or 
Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks (“MECP”) would be able to attend. 
However, it does need to be assessed by the ministries on a case by case basis. 

Questions and Answers 
Q3 – MECP – How is FMG consulting on alternatives that will be considered in the 
Environmental Assessment (“EA”)? Recommend leaving the alternatives in the ToR and 
assess them in the EA (i.e., do not pre-screen out alternatives in the ToR phase). 
• FMG will consult on the alternatives to be considered during the preparation of the draft 

ToR.  
EA Process and Timelines 
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• Slides presented by  Focus is on a coordinated federal/provincial EA with 
on EA/Environmental Impact Statement (“EIS”) document to support both.  

• Consultation would also be done to support both processes at the same time.  
• Putting together baseline material now and moving towards a gap analysis. Fill gaps with 

field programs that will occur between 2019 and 2020. This will support EA/EIS 
submission timeline of December 2020/June 2021.  

• At this time the thought is that permitting would take place after EA/EIS is approved since 
FMG would need to advance to bankable Feasibility Study to get the level of engineering 
detail they would need to support permitting. Not there yet, still need to refine economics 
and prove that the project is permittable.  

Questions and Answers 
Q4 – MECP would like the opportunity to review the proposed work plans for 2019 and 2020. 
• FMG will share the proposed work plans with MECP 

Q5 – Environment and Climate Change Canada (“ECCC”) - Would you be completing the 
Schedule 2 process at the same time?  
• FMG - Will get back to them, uncertain at this time. What is the approval timeline? ECCC 

–We cannot provide timeframe without information in hand.  
Q6 – Hydrogeology – do you have data? 
• FMG – We have identified this gap and will be completing the necessary work in 

2019/2020. 
Q7 – Traditional Knowledge (“TK”) studies, how is this data being collected and by whom? 
• FMG is working on agreements with the communities right now that include TK studies. 

One of the communities will be responsible for the undertaking.  
Q8 – Atmospheric data (i.e., air and noise) also needs to be collected to support the EA. 
Has FMG collected any data yet? 

• FMG - Some baseline data was collected by DST in 2011/2012. FMG will share the 
proposed work plan with MECP based on the previous work completed and the planned 
2019/2020 program. 

Q9 – What has been completed with respect to Archaeological studies? 
• Stage 1 and 2 assessments have been completed by Horizon. Additional studies have 

been completed for the access road. 
Action Items 

• Share 2019/2020 work plans with MECP/GRT (recommend meeting with GRT on a 
discipline specific basis) 

• During Lunch 
• FMG set-up and presented the 3D model of the Project showing the location of the major 

Project infrastructure 
• Anticipated Regulatory Approvals and Partial List of Potential Permits 

First Mining Gold Corp.  
Provincial Individual EA – ToR August 2020 
EAIMS #: 18041   EA: 03-05-01

144



• Slides presented by  (FMG). 
• Transport Canada (“TC”) informed the group of the upcoming changes to the Navigation 

Protection Act, new legislation – Canadian navigable Waters Act will restore protections 
to navigable waters in Canada.  

• not positive how Project will be screened, there is some grey area now (may just have 
to list on the proposed online registry). Should present alternative portage routes in EA/EIS 
being considered. Coffer dams vs. partial dewatering of waterbody, don’t know quite how 
this will be assessed.  

Questions and Answers 
Q10 – MECP - ARD studies, has FMG completed any geochemical characterization work? 
• Yes, FMG has completed some ARD characterization work. Showing that some material 

has the potential for ARD. FMG is currently looking at processes to separate out the 
sulphides using a flotation circuit. These materials would then be managed separately. 

Q11 – ENDM – Has condemnation drilling been completed within the footprint?  
• Permits are in right now for approval to complete the condemnation drilling. 

Q12 – MECP (District) - What components are in the EA – transmission line, waste 
management, access road? 
• FMG/MECP (MECP - Agni) – The scope of the voluntary agreement is open, and the ToR 

will define the scope of the EA.  
Question and Answer Period 

Q13 – Valued Components (“VCs”) – CEAA (Amy) – How is the VC list being populated? Is 
FMG consulting on the VC list? FMG should consult with all stakeholders and Government 
Review Team (“GRT”) on the VC list.  
• FMG will consult regarding the VC list, just a preliminary list right now; will consult on VC 

list while developing the draft ToR. Will continue to consult regarding the VCs until the 
EA/EIS is submitted.  

Q14 – ENDM – Has FMG began bringing the claims to lease as this process can take up to 18 
months to complete? 
• Yes, FMG has begun this process of bring the claims to lease.  

Q15 – MECP - How do you plan on moving forward, should have a consultation plan and 
schedule? Should share plans with GRT.  
• FMG will share the Consultation Plan 

Q16 –MNRF -Data share agreements expire and need to be obtained for each project – access 
road is separate from EA. MNRF will look into the data share agreement for FMG. MNRF 
confirmed that the one FMG has, for the access road, expires in 2020 and they will need 
another one for the EA process.  
• A data share agreement does exist and FMG will work with MNRF to get one in place if 

required. 
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Q17 – MECP - Project Study Areas – didn’t include access road or powerline. Study areas 
should be presented and consulted upon in the ToR stage. Important to get early feedback on 
the study areas in the ToR process. CEAA – provides guidance on study areas in the EIS 
guidelines. 
• The access road and powerline will be included within the ToR. MECP has a one window 

approach, all requests and meetings should go through who will then distribute the 
information and organize the required technical personnel with the GRT.  

Q18 – MECP - FMG should also prepare a list of permits and approvals that they require to 
support the development of the Project through the EA process. 
• FMG will need licence to collect fish for scientific purposes and possibly other permits, a 

list will be developed and shared. The temporary access road is also going through 
separate approval process. 

• Discussed changes to CEAA 2012 that may come through the Impact Assessment Act 
(“IAA”). It is being reviewed. Provisions exist that will need to be reviewed depending on 
what happens with the IAA. 

Action Items 
• FMG to provide CEAA  with copies of the revised presentations for distribution to 

the GRT. CEAA has a collaboration website that can be used to share project related 
materials and information.  
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Meeting with MECP 
135 St Clair Ave W, Toronto, ON – MECP Office 

July 17, 2019 
 

Attendees: 

  FMG 
   FMG 
   FMG 

  MECP 
   MECP 

Purpose: 
• To discuss timelines related to ToR Review Process 
• To provide an overview of the Provincial Environmental Assessment Process 
• To discuss and highlight certain sections of the Terms of Reference 

Agenda: 
1. Introductions: All 
2. Update on FMG Engagement Activities with Indigenous Communities: FMG 
3. Schedule for ToR Submission: FMG 
4. Schedule for ToR Review Period: MECP 
5. Documents for Review: MECP 

o Consultation Plan 
o Draft Table of Contents for ToR 

6. Next Step: MECP/FMG 
7. AOB 
8. Next Meeting: All 

Summary of the Meeting 
• An overview of the eight (8) Indigenous communities surrounding the Springpole project 

and consultation activities up to date were discussed by FMG 
• FMG discussed the closest communities to the project, additional stakeholders, and 

FMG’s property around Springpole Lake  
• Specific issues with consultation regarding each of the Indigenous communities was also 

brought up by FMG 
• FMG discussed ToR progress and asked for a timeline from MECP 
• MECP stated that Draft ToR could be given to the Administrator team for review and 

comments before being officially submitted to the Government Review Team (GRT) and 
will take 45 days to review 
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• After receiving comments on the Draft ToR, FMG would have to let Jenny know when 
Final Draft ToR will be submitted three (3) weeks before its submission so the GRT can 
be notified 

• MECP stated that FMG would have to respond to their comments in the Draft ToR and 
once addressed the document can be submitted to the GRT and the final review of the 
ToR will take 30 days  

• After 30-day final review by MECP is done, the recommendation process will commence  
• Baseline work may be submitted to the MECP before the draft ToR is done and it needs 

to be reviewed  
• MECP stated that Draft Consultation Plan could be given to the Administrator team for 

review and comments before being officially submitted alongside the ToR and will take 2 
weeks to review 

• For the Consultation Plan, MECP is looking for: specifics on what will happen, when 
meetings will occur, how it aligns with the EA process, how progression will occur, baseline 
studies, effects assessment, and mitigation strategies, how consultation informed a certain 
chapter of the ToR and EA (with a summary at the beginning of each chapter), how 
community consultation informed baseline work (e.g. which plant and animal species 
should be cared for) as well as a formal/information TK study.. 

• Consultation Record needs to be organized by community and theme 
• MECP will check in with all communities at the end of the ToR and EA process to verify 

the consultation record 
• MECP told FMG to keep documenting efforts to get in contact with Indigenous 

communities (i.e. Cat Lake) and to record everything down as it will be considered 
• MECP mentioned EA Review will likely occur in Sudbury, ON 

• Next meeting to occur after submission of draft ToR 
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Informal Meeting with MECP 
Kenora, ON 

December 12, 2019 - 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm 
 

Attendees: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Summary of Meeting 

 presented the 10-slide corporate presentation outlining the current status of each project 
including Hopebrook, Goldlund, Springpole, Cameron, and Pickle Crow. 

Springpole Gold Project 

explained that Springpole is the Flagship property where they have completed exploration 
work and are currently concentrating on permitting. The site contains 140 million tonnes of ore 
that will provide 1g/tonne which will result in roughly 4.5 million oz of gold. The ore will be mined 
through an open pit concept. The life of the mine will be 12 years with 2 years of construction and 
closure will depend on studies but anticipated to be within 3-5 years. 

Permitting of Springpole 

• explained that the Springpole project is following the CEAA, 2012 guidelines to 
undertake the EIS as well as a Voluntary Agreement with the province to complete an 
individual EA.  FMG will produce one document to satisfy both processes. 

• There are 8 communities we are consulting with 
o Slate Falls Nation 
o Cat Lake Nation 
o Lac Seul First Nation 
o Mishkeegogamang First Nation 
o Ojibway Nation of Saugeen 
o Pikangikum First Nation 
o Wabauskang First Nation 
o MNO 

• We anticipate approval of the Draft ToR in January 2020. Baseline work for aquatic 
environment, water, benthic, wildlife, SAR, wetlands, vegetation, soils, hydrology, ground 
water, surface water, hydrogeological is ongoing as we are still in PEA phase. Many 
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baseline studies were done in 2013 by GCU who contracted Blue Heron and DST. FMG 
has resumed the baseline work upon their takeover of the project.  

Question 

Mat asked if we are using the same contractors and listed the several expert contractors 
that have been hired to completed various disciplines of baseline studies across the world, 
including DST. 

Mine Dewatering 

• Springpole and Cameron 

• 3, 5 m coffer dams 510 meters total length 

• Waste rock and tailings will be stored together  

• 2:1 ratio 

• Cyanidation plus floatation to float the sulphites 

• Plant now will process 36,000 tonnes/day 

• Dam will be breached during closure to flood the mine back to become Springpole Lake. 
o 22 years to refill 
o Volume of water to be pumped out 22 million m3  
o 4 million m3 of sediments 

• Done by other companies done in the north 

Question 
 Asked if the 22 years to fill the pit will be controlled? 

• Yes 
 Are there any Potential acid generating? 

• 3 zones 
• 10-15%  
• PEA was done in 2017 but it was updated this year. The cost went up, but we 

improved the recovery by adding floatation. 

 Are the tailings and waste rock co deposited? 
• No, the waste rock will be surrounding the tailings 
• Changed the location of the tailings pond, more economical and the impact to the 

waterbody would be minimal  
 - Was there environmental considerations put into the move? It looks closer to the 

water body than the original location 
• Offsite studies 
• 200 meters from the water 
• Has room to do ditching around the impoundment 
• Geological studies still to be done 
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• Pumping back into the compartment 
 - How high is the waste rock pile? 
• 30 meters 

- What is the strategy for wastewater, sewage management? 
• Still doing studies 
• Will be able to provide a water management diagram after the studies are 

completed. 
• Treatment plant, pumping, ditching 
• Required in the Provincial EA 

 - Is the project patented? 
• The ore body is not 

 - The project will mine 36,000 tones/day? 
• Yes 
• There will also be a stockpile for low grade, which will have potential for 

extension of mine life 

 explained that consultation for the Springpole Project is in progress but had some hold 
backs along the way. There were some issues with arranging the meetings as the communities 
did not want to continue with consultation until the IBA is signed. From June or May they haven’t 
allowed us to go to the communities until October. FMG has continued the consultation now and 
currently is engaged with the 5 communities interested in arranging an IBA agreement. 

• Mishkeegogamang First Nation 

• Wabauskang First Nation 

• Lac Seul First Nation 

• Cat Lake First Nation 

• Slate Falls Nation 

Consultation has also started with government agencies and municipalities including MECP, 
Dryden, Sioux Lookout, Red Lake, Ear Falls, and FMG might go to Pickle Lake in the future.  

explained that the PFS will be included in the EA. The ToR and CEAA require heavy 
consultation on land use and FMG will be commissioning someone to complete socioeconomic 
studies and TEK Studies that will also be included in the EA. 

- Geotechnical investigations are just starting?  
• Just commissioned now 
• Geotechnical work to study the coffer dam areas for fracture zones, sediment 

sampling 
- Does it form part of the feasibility study? Do you know if it is possible to go after 

the gold? 
• Working on that through prefeasibility 
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• Started on the geology already, prediction models to determine water flow/use 

• 500 gallons/minute expected ground water flows, won’t need perimeter wells 
- Is it a sandy bottom under the coffer dams? 

• No, on bedrock 

• Drilling has been done on the locations of the dams 

• Planning on condemnation drilling to ensure there will be no ore under the tailings pond 
or camp 

 Consultation with municipalities and government agencies 
• MECP have met and done a formal presentation 

• Indigenous Community meetings 

 - Caribou stuff with SAR and offsets? Is there a strategy? 
• Will be part of the EIS 

• Access road and the site area 

 Have you engaged MNRF in the coffer dams? 
• No 

• Canadian safety standards 

• BC standards 

• Will have to consult them in the future 
- explained that the district office will need to be included in the water management 

phase. 
• Look at the receiver 

• Industrial sewage works 

• Effluent limits 

• After baseline water quality 

• Overlap between the process is good 

• Water flow diagram will be provided, sewer system, entire water management diagram 
will be provided  

• Based on industrial works  

Water Monitoring and sampling 
• Wells 
• Studies have not found and spawning grounds for Trout 

- Is there over burden sediments? 
• Yes, there is, 4 million m3 

- How will you be dealing with PAG? Tailings management? 
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• Covering 
 - What is the potential source for cover material, is there clay in the area? 
• Submitted 2 samples to get an analysis  

• Will need to decide if it is enough to cover sulphuric material 

Completed Round 1 of presentations emphasizing on ToR, EIS 
Now presenting baseline studies to get input from the communities 

• Fish utilization 

• Contaminants 

 - Pointed out that there are gaps in data for baseline studies  
• Baseline data on potential discharge location, water quality levels  

• Best mixing zones identification by hydrologist 

explained that this is an informal meeting and FMG will come back formally with the 
diagram, based on PEA that just finished. 

MECP asked about the hydro transmission lines. FMG said they are looking at getting power from 
Ear Falls, but they would need approximately 140 megawatts. FMG could also investigate 
construction of a whole new line from Ear Falls to Springpole, however a Class EA will be required 
for any transmission lines over 44 megawatts. There are also ongoing meetings with Watay power 
and Ontario Hydro One that might allow Springpole to tie into the new Watay Power Line. Other 
options that could be considered include a hydro dam and road crossing at Springpole or a Co 
Gen plant. 

The remainder of this meeting discussed the Cameron Gold Project and the Pickle Crow mine 
site and has been omitted from this Record of Consultation. 
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4 CORRESPONDENCE 

4.1 Exploration Permit Application / Geotechnical Drilling 
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4.2 Cat/Slate Land Use Planning Team 
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4.3 Letter from MECP Regarding Consultation with Cat Lake 
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4.4 Commencement of the ToR 
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3 
Community 
Member 

 
 

Asked for information about potential jobs. 
 

 indicated the MNDM handout distributed to the attendees 
- Occupations in Mineral Exploration and Mining. He went on to 
discuss briefly the main phases of the mining cycle and 
indicated that FMG was still in the “early exploration” phase. At 
this point in the process jobs are limited in scope and number. 
Current occupations on site include camp services workers and 
foremen, diamond driller and driller helpers, field assistant, and 
possibly line cutter. If the project progresses, then the number 
and types of jobs can be expected to increase. 

Closed 

4  
 

 
Asked about what impact the project might have on 
pictographs which are present on Springpole lake 

The archaeological work conducted by the previous owners 
GCU identified several areas of cultural significance and these 
sites, which are not disclosed on our maps, would have to be 
protected in some way if the project were to progress. Identify 
what sorts of measures FMG would suggest implementing to 
protect these sites 

Closed 

5  
 

 

Are there similar projects to the one proposed at 
Springpole, and can you provide the names of these 
projects 

Yes, there are several examples of projects like the one 
proposed for Springpole Lake. 
We will provide on-line links and print material describing one or 
more of these projects. 

Closed 

6  
 

 

Does the environmental monitoring program continue 
throughout the life of the mine? 
 

Yes, the environmental monitoring which was started by GCU 
and which FMG is now continuing, including the Baseline 
Studies and the Acoustic Telemetry will be continues throughout 
the entire life of the mine and after mine closure as well. 

Closed 
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8 
 

 
 

 
Asked what happens to the Fish removed prior to 
dewatering the bay. 

Noted that the fish removal programing involved electrical 
stunning of the fish in the north basin as the water drops and 
their safe relocation in other parts of the lake. Any fish in the 
north basin will be relocated. This a likely a question which will 
come up a lot. It might be useful to make a slide or FAQ 
response on the web. 

Closed 

9 
 

 
 

 
Asked how long it would take to dewater the north 
basin? 

Said it is estimated to take one to two and a half years to 
dewater the north basin. This is because it is important not to 
disturb the natural water flow pattern in the lake and surrounding 
water shed.  

Closed 

10 
 

 
 

 

Asked if we (First Mining Gold) could guarantee the 
water quality in Springpole Lake if the project went 
forward. is part of a family which holds a 
trapline adjacent to the proposed mine site. 

Springpole Lake is pristine. That as (the owner of) a mine we 
would be responsible at the company level to do all we can to 
protect the environment. 

Closed 

11 
 

 
 

 

Asked if Springpole Lake is a “spring” lake?  
went on to speak about the old “Muskeg Mine” which 
she described as a polluted site. 

  

12 
 

 
 

 
asked where spawning grounds were in Springpole 
Lake. 

 showed  and her husband where the known 
spawning areas were on a map on his computer.  

13 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Noted that today’s presentation was very similar to 
the earlier presentation and that they would hope to 
see new material at the next presentation. 

 explained that as First Mining Gold is 
undergoing a dual Environmental Assessment process. 
With both the federal and provincial governments that 
“sometimes” duplication is unavoidable. He went on to assure 
the group that the next time we present to the community we 
would employ a different material and approach to attempt to 
avoid “community presentation fatigue” 
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7  
 

 

You need someone to explain this to the people 
because not everybody understands this technology 
and these big mining words. You need to get 
representation from each community. The elders - 
they don't understand this. 

It's a great comment. FMG was here in Cat Lake a month ago 
for Aboriginal Day and we met with and showed him the 
video and he had a lot of comments. 

Closed 

8  
 

 

What usually happens in consultations is that they'll 
do a slide, use all these fancy words…- it doesn't 
really hit home because they don't take time to 
explain to the elders - that's an important process. 
Don’t like the quick process of the consultation 
process where companies come in and present and 
fly off without getting the actual message presented. 

empathized with the speaker - pointing out that FMG 
comes from a values-based perspective and that it's not fair 
that the consultation isn't fair when the company does the 
process quickly. Therefore, FMG created the video to show 
more about the project and there is information on the website 
about the project. FMG also displays a consistent message 
with investors and communities. When we put our 
presentations together, we have local communities in mind. 
Without community support, things don't happen. Whether we 
stay overnight or stay a few days - we can go over the 
technology. explained the mill process of the reagents - the 
challenge is the perception of the bay of this consultation and 
how we can responsibly share in the economic benefits of the 
project. Perhaps a mining engineer would be best to bring in for 
the next consultation. 

Closed 

9 
 

 
 

 

Waste rock - where is that waste going? The type of 
the stuff to remove the waste, what can cyanide can 
do? The stuff that you are going for drilling. 

Blasting creates an ammonium residual in the water that 
collects at the bottom of the pit and that water will be pumped 
to the treatment facility where we would remove the ammonia 
and the cyanide 

Closed 

10 
 

 
 

 

Fish: Where are the fish going? Where are the fish 
going to be removed? You need to explain this to the 
elders? 

Once the coffer dams are in place, we will begin a fish removal 
program 

Closed 
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11 
 

 
 

 

Where is the fish going? Are you destroying the fish? 
It's their natural habitat that you are removing them 
from. Where is the fish going to go? Because their 
natural habitat will be disrupted. 

Fish Removal Program: Collect and trap all of the fish in the 
north basin (non-lethal methods meaning we live capture the 
fish), as the water level drops, they'll be more and more 
concentrated, capture, and release them to the lake to another 
area. Fish won't be destroyed because they are live captured 
and put in a recovery chamber. The tagging process - the lake 
utilized the whole lake, they go up to Birch Lake, they go 
downstream, they move all over the place, they don't stay in the 
north basin - they move in and out. So do walleyes. If they're 
removed from the north basin, there are lots of other habitat in 
Springpole Lake. We'll demonstrate that in the - fisheries 
report. We collected this data. 

Closed 

12 
 

 
 

 

 You need to consult with the people, not the Chief 
and Council. Not all trappers are at the band office. 
You need to make sure that we know what’s going 
on. There should be a member on a team from the 
community level that is available to meet you. 

It is our duty to consult the Chief and Council when we are in 
the community. It is how you want us to consult with you. 
Consultation plan we need to develop with your help. The 
Ministry will judge us on how we are addressing your concerns. 
Published notices, direct mailing, information centres at Band 
Offices to view all documents related to the project, 
questionnaires are available. Information on website. We will 
circulate the draft ToR in your community. It's critical to the EA 
process for your feedback. If you prefer smaller groups, we are 
open to that. Tell us about your concerns. 

Closed 
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13  
 

 

Is there a certain time that the fish go to the north 
basin, does the trout go to the north basin? How do 
they survive around the lake? Like what time of the 
year does the Trout fish go to the north basin. 

Trout go to the north basin in the summer months. The Lake 
trout like cold water (5-degree water preference) - In the 
summer months, that cold water sits at bottom of the deeper 
parts of the lake. The surface of the water is too warm. Refuges 
(referred by John) – that's where the oxygen is high. Go there 
in the summertime and they also utilize the north basin in the 
fall when they are spawning. We have it all this mapped out. 
We have the spawning areas mapped out. They also use 
spawning areas all over Springpole Lake. They don't just stay 
in the north basin. They move everywhere, even Birch Lake 
and they go downstream into the Birch river rapids. It is 
illustrated on the poster if you would like to view it. FMG has 5 
years worth of data on fish. We're going to get deeper into that 
report the next time we come to your community. This 
presentation is to go over the EA process, at a high level, how 
long it will take. 

Closed 

14 
 

 
 

 

How will you guarantee that there is no underground 
water seepage with that barrier that you guys are 
going to put in? How are you going to monitor the 
groundwater? 

Drilled a few holes 3 months ago and it showed that the rock is 
very hard, very non-critical, beneath those coffer dams. We 
don't believe that the water is going to go underneath those 
dams even if it rained. There’s going to be water inside that 
area from rainfall, the open pit will be like a funnel, so we are 
going to have to pump into the water treatment centre. 

Closed 

First Mining Gold Corp.  
Provincial Individual EA – ToR August 2020 
EAIMS #: 18041   EA: 03-05-01

182



15 
 

 
 

 

Do you know which way that ground water is flowing 
underneath from the land portion? Did you test how 
that water is going to flow? 

We did groundwater studies. We have several groundwater 
wells around the north basin. We are collecting ground water 
data now to determine just that so we're in the data collection. 
We need to model that data and determine the infiltration rate is 
going to be and how fast its going to be. We need to know how 
much water is going to be coming into the pit as we go deeper 
and deeper. Sometimes the rock is very tight and there is very 
little infiltration. Other times there is fracture and we need lots 
of groundwater. 

Closed 

16 
 

 
 

 

So how are you going to address if there is seismic 
activity within that system, how are you going to 
monitor that? You need to put this in because most 
mines when they work on drilling and blasting, there 
is going to be some sort of activity. I think you should 
put that in. 

We don't have plans to yet, but we must. Closed 

17 
 

 
 

 
And your tailings pond, where are you going to put it? 
Whereabouts? What's the elevation of the Pit? 

The pit is going to be in an area that is flat so we will have to 
build a tailings dam around it. Then we are looking at 
rehabilitate, reclamation, and post-closure, different ideas for 
re-vegetating the tailings or perhaps even putting it out at the 
bottom of the pit. Subaqueous disposal - if they are covered by 
large body of water, they won't oxidize. If you leave them on a 
surface, there is potential that they might oxidize. The tailings 
are in an area that is away from the major parts of the lake, 
quite a way inland. 

Closed 
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18 
 

 
 

 

So how do you check what the outflow is from the 
perimeter (tailings), that area, like what size is that 
tailings going to be? I think this information is going 
to be important to the community. You need to have 
information available because of that water and any 
chemical that’s going to be in the ground goes 
somewhere eventually. We need to know where this 
is going and how that water is going to be 
underneath the ground. 

We are not sure at this point what the surface of the tailings are 
going to be at. - we are working on a remedial 
study to determine the composition of those tailings would be 
and what the plan would be to modify. This study will come out 
on October or November 2018.  - when we get into the 
feasibility stages, this is where the TMF design will be, what the 
dams are going to look like, and if it will be lined so it doesn't 
leech out into the ground. We are not quite at this point where 
we have detailed information on the designs for that. 

Closed 

19 
 

 
 

 

Could you get 3 or 4 people to go through the 
working consultation process? Wouldn't that be better 
where you have people who want to be involved? 
Who is the contact person who sets up the 
consultation? Should we move away from the 
Council position and have someone from each 
community set up the consultation? 

It is probably up to the Council to determine a direct contact 
person. If your Chief is to always be informed.  John - we need 
to consult with all members of the community, Chief and 
Council, elders. If the community wishes to set up an EA 
committee, we are happy to meet with them. We are going to 
be meeting with different members of the community at all 
levels. 

Closed 

20 
 

 
 

 

Chief and Council really don’t have say, it’s the 
grassroots people that have the final say. I don't have 
time to sit at the band office. At an open house, we 
have more people. 

For us to come into the community, open houses like this, 
workshops, we must go through the Chief and Council. We do 
have to meet with all levels of the community.  we thought 
about having a separate Facebook for Springpole - maybe 
that's a form to communicate directly and keep everyone 
informed. 

Closed 
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24  
 

 

In your presentation, you said a 5-year closure and 
reclamation, is there going to be money set aside for 
that? So that the First Nations will know that there is 
money there at Springpole to go back to restore the 
land? 

Government requires First Mining Gold to post a bond or 
cash or money in escrow or something like that as the project is 
impacting the area that we'll put money aside for reclamation 
process.   It is a legal requirement of the government, 
when we submit our closure plan, a lot of the time you provide 
financial assurance in the form of a bond, money or cheque, 
some sort of financial assurance so that the Ministry can rehab 
and reclaim the site if we are no longer there, if something 
happens. The money must be provided. If it's not provided, the 
closure plan doesn't get filed and we don't get our permits. 

Closed 

25  
 

 

I'm just concerned about the environment – Water 
Flow: When the rivers are coming to the lake when 
the water goes back – is it going to affect the 
environment? 
Is it going to affect the natural flow of water? If the 
dam is there, where the natural flow of water going? 

Water will be released slowly. There are only a few level 
streams going into the north basin right now (2 rivers) so they'll 
be rechannelled to naturally flow into the lake but there aren't 
any major rivers going into the north basin. It will naturally flow; 
we need to have a perimeter around our properties. Water 
needs to be collected, water flowing off the properties, that 
must be collected and treated. There is a small river on the east 
side and small one on the west side. 

Closed 

26 
 

 
 

 
Trout spawning in October – I fish there We back out all the spawning shoals around the north basin.  Closed 

27  
 

 

– why didn’t you come to the community with a 
presentation in detail? Like the fish spawning 
information 

We wanted to do this in 2 or 3 sessions instead of throwing 
everything at the community at one long session.  The 
Ministries and Agencies have told us that to try not to do at 
once, it's a lot of information to absorb so it is better that we 
come back. The natural environment, the baseline studies that 
we've done, the research that we have done, the data we 
collected, how are we going to mitigate water flow, fish habitat. 

Closed 
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28 
 

 
 

 
Lake sturgeon – did you find any? They are there in 
Birch Lake 

Lake sturgeon, GCU, the former owner, did 2 years of multiple 
site setting, 2 sites I think of total over 2 years, the way you 
catch sturgeon is with very large gill nets, I don't have a poster 
on that specifically, but no sturgeon were captured at 
Springpole Lake. 

Closed 

29 
  

 

This project is already on the go, right? You are in 
the planning stage? Are you coming here for pour 
input or our approval? The government and the 
Ministry are already going along with you. But you 
are already in the planning but you're here to get 
what our thoughts are? 

For both. No, all they've done is given us guidelines, or 
instructions. We are here to get your thoughts and your 
concerns about our project, how it might affect the things that 
you value; water, fish, wildlife, so that we can address those 

Closed 

30 
  

 

What are you going to do if we don't agree to your 
project? is asking questions. So how does that 
go? You know with the rules and tools that the 
provincial government 

The government approves the project based on our efforts to 
consult and if they see that we haven't been adequately 
addressing your concerns then they won't approve the project. 
Simple as that and I have seen it happen. If they decide that we 
haven't consulted enough, or that we haven't taken  
concerns seriously, they won't approve the project. It happened 
with the Marathon project, Stillwater project, it has been 
rejected because the mining company didn't adequately consult 
with the Aboriginal communities. If Lake Sturgeon is a concern, 
then we must address that. We can't just say 

Closed 

31  
 

 
If you want to take concerns, you should go to the 
ones that own the traplines. 

This is just one meeting and we are going to come back 
multiple times and we hope to talk to the owners of the trapline. 

Closed 

32 
  

 

You know what you should do the next time you 
come, you should take pictures of other mines - like 
before and after pictures. 

That's a good point. Closed 
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4  
 

 

Employment –  would like FMG to present a 
list of potential jobs that would be available once the 
project begins, salaries associated with position, and 
the training and education needed to obtain such 
positions to work at the mine. Slate Falls would like 
to work towards this – to prepare their membership 
for employment. 

A list of potential jobs/positions was provided to Slate Falls. 
Follow-up will be needed when all job positions are firmed up. On-Going 

5 
 

 
 

 

would like to meet with the STPN Committee before 
another consultation happens. She expressed a 
concern that the process was advancing too quickly. 
She would like to take a step back and meet with Cat 
Lake before any further action. She would like to 
ensure that the water and land is protected. 

FMG welcomed position and welcomed the idea 
of involving STPN Nations in some of the commercial 
discussions associated with the project. A follow-up is required 

On-Going 

6  
 

 

Advertisement to improve attendance – FMG to send 
advertisement to local radio station, need more 
Elders in attendance, Band office should be shut 
down (Slate Falls Decision), feast and/or potluck, 
host the session in the evening.  

Good Idea and FMG will work with Slate Falls to improve 
meeting attendance. On-Going 

7  
 

 

A comment was brought up about the turnover rate 
at FMG was brought up. Why is there a turnover at 
this stage? This comment was brought up because 
this project affects Slate Falls and wanted this 
addressed from his community’s standpoint.  

are the working members on the 
Springpole Project. Company management changed in order to 
meet its corporate goals 

Closed 

8  
 

 

Fish – a comment was raised about the fish, the fish 
study was done, what FMG plans to do with the fish 
when the time comes to remove the fish from the 
bay,  

Fish will be caught and released, otherwise frozen stored and 
given to the nearby communities. FMG will follow the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans guidelines when 
addressing the fish habitat in the basin. This is a critical issue 
for FMG. Follow-up is required and this will be addressed in the 
EA 

On-Going 
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9  
 

 

Expressed a concern that the lack of attendance 
from the membership should not be considered a 
consultation and that he thinks there should be a 
better method to draw more people to the session. 
He informed FMG that today was a payroll for the 
finance department.  

FMG listened to the concerns addressed by  The next 
consultation will address the comments given by . Closed 

10  
 

 

Would like to see an explanation for the people on a 
detailed timeline of every step in the process of 
setting up this mine, such as, coffer dam timeline, 
draining the lake, and getting it prepared for the 
actual mine. He would like to see the life cycle of the 
entire mine process so that people will better 
understand what will happen.  

 2018 – 2020 permitting process, EIA, terms of 
reference, consultations of the Springpole. There are 2 
process, CEA process – Impact Assessment (CEAA require 
consultation with Indigenous communities) Impact on caribou, 
fish, water, moose, soil and air (2018-2020). Springpole Project 
needs a lot of environmental studies to be done. A lot of data 
needs to be captured. Gold Canyon did a lot of work which will 
assist to fast track the EA. The second process is the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act – not required for a private 
company but since FMG will apply for operating permits, 
therefore, FMG volunteered to get into the EA process. Part of 
the EA process in Ontario is to prepare the Terms of Reference 
and then enter a formal EA process. A follow-up is required to 
inform the community about the process. 

On-Going 

11  
 

 
Due to the lack of turnout from the Slate Falls Nation, 
does this consultation meet the guidelines? 

Consultations are part of the process in order to receive 
feedback, concerns, and questions about the project so that 
FMG can address this in the Terms of Reference.  

Closed 

12  
 

 

Would like to see environmental monitors operated 
from the First Nations to monitor the water should 
there be any contamination. This will prepare the 
First Nations if such an emergency arises.  

 Yes, FMG will work with the community in matters related to 
environmental monitoring. Follow-up will be required to discuss 
the community’s involvement in the environmental matters 
related to the Springpole Project. 

On-Going 
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13  
 

 

Jobs and Training –  would like to prepare 
First Nations people so that when the time comes, 
First Nations will be able to work when the mine 
opens.  

FMG will present a list of jobs that will be available when the 
mine opens especially when permitting occurs. FMG will have 
a list of jobs at the next presentation in Slate Falls.  

Closed 

14  
 

 

Another consultation with the community should 
happen. Slate Falls will address the turnout rate. 

– The role of the Land Use Resource Team 
is to gather information and help the Chief and 
Council make decisions on any land use plans within 
the territory.  sit on 
the Land Use from Ministry sits on 
the team but has no input on decision-making). 

Tentative consultation session at the community level will be 
during the week of the 12th of December due to the Slate Falls 
Elections on November 30, 2018. FMG will also meet with the 
STPN (Land Use Resource Team and the Chiefs of the First 
Nations – Cat Lake, Slate Falls, and Lac Seul). FMG will stay 
the night in the community of Slate Falls at the next session. 

will contact the Chief and Council about the next 
meeting and strategy to address the lack of turnout from the 
community. explained the process of the consultations to 
the community about how the meetings will be structured.  
Follow-up is required to set up future meetings 

On-Going 

15  
 

 

Would FMG have a door prize for the Open Houses 
to draw in more people to the consultation sessions? 

was looking for a solution to draw in more 
people to the consultation sessions.  

FMG is not allowed to provide door prizes – it is considered 
bribery. Closed 

16 
Community 
Member 

 
 

3D Model: Where does the water flow? A community 
member asked this question at the 3D model.  

 The Springpole discharges into the Birch River System Closed 

17 
community 
Member 

 

 
 

3D Model: Where is the waste rock going?  Where 
are you going to be putting the waste rock? What are 
you going to use underground 

 explained the waste rock. The waste rock will 
be deposited in a designed facility dedicated for waste rock. 
Follow-up is required to show the community member as to the 
location of the waste rock storage facility. This will be done 
through the future presentations. 

Closed 
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18  
 

 

3D Model: Tailings is an issue. Leaching is an issue 
– community member wanted explanation about the 
leaching process.  

FMG is planning to undertake Acid Rock Drainage and Metal 
Leach (ARD/ML) testing programs for waste rock and tailings. 
Follow-up is required during future community meetings 

On-Going 

19  
 

 

Slate Falls would like extra money to monitor the 
water.  
Community member – we need to protect the water 
(water was an important issue from the Slate Falls 
community – they wanted to know that the water 
would be monitored carefully throughout the 
process) 

FMG agrees to meet Provincial Water Quality Objectives Closed 

20  
 

 

would like the 3D model at the next consultation 
– he like this model because it better explains 
the open pit mine.  
Muskeg and how if it will affect the muskeg 
throughout this mine process. 

These are the issues that FMG can address at the next 
meeting. Flooding is very rare but can be addressed at the next 
meetings. FMG will bring the 3D model during future meetings 

Closed 

21  
 

 
Draining the lake, how long will it take? 

Approximately 2022 is the target date to start draining the lake. 
Designs need to be in place in order. 2024 is when mine 
production begins.  

Closed 

22 
Community 
Member 
(Questionnaire) 

  
 

Explanation of timeline for mine to better understand 
mining process. What kind of jobs + training needed? 

  

23 
 

 
(questionnaire) 

  
 

When does this project start? 
Will there be employment opportunities and training 
for community members of Slate Falls Nation? 
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16 WFN Member  

Requested a list of jobs that will be available at the 
mine so the FN can prepare members for 
employment 

FMG will develop a list of potential jobs during the construction 
and production of the mine.  Closed 

17 WFN Member  What will be the life of the mine?  The life of the mine will be about 12 years.  Closed 

18 WFN Member  
What are the plans for water quality and monitoring 
process after closure? 

The closure plan will outline all the required monitoring. It will 
likely consist of monitoring wells surrounding the tailings pond 
and pumps that return any leaching back into the pond or into a 
water treatment plant.  

Closed 

19 WFN Member  Will the tailings be capped to eliminate drainage?  This approach will be studied further in the EA studies. It is an 
option but has not been fully studied yet.  Closed 

20 WFN Member  Which way is the watershed or water flow?  FMG to bring a map of the watershed for the next presentation.  Closed 

21 WFN Member  
What effect will draining the lake have on the rest of 
Springpole Lake? 

The bay will be drained at a rate that will ensure there will be 
minimal impact to downstream.  Closed 

22 WFN Member  
Requested a measurement of the entire project 
location including the tailings site.  Provide the measurement of the entire impacted area.  Closed 

23 WFN Member  
Where is the location of the access corridor and how 
it will affect the hunters and trappers in the area?  

Seni Kokolic will find out if there are trapline holders from 
Wabauskang near the Springpole Gold Project.  Closed 

24 WFN Member  
What is the percentage of the loss of fish in the bay 
once the draining starts?  

The fish will be removed from the bay before the drainage 
begins. Some mortality will occur during the capture,  

25 WFN Member  
Requested FMG to attend the Resource Meeting in 
February 2019 for community consultation.  FMG agreed to visit the community during the meeting.  Closed 
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26 WFN Member  
What are the economic benefits of resource 
extraction for First Nations? 

We are still in preliminary stages for entering into agreements, 
but when the feasibility studies are complete, FMG can begin 
negotiations for Impact Benefit Agreements or other 
collaboration agreements. Other benefits include employment 
and increased traffic through the area may increase economic 
gain to the community. Training community members will also 
provide transferrable skills that can be used beyond the life of 
the mine.  

Closed 

27 Chief Riffle  

Not against resource development but his main 
concern is the impact on youth in the long-term. He 
understands the various impacts to social, economic 
and environmental aspects whether positive or 
negative but wants to ensure that the environment is 
not harmed so that future generations can maintain 
their Aboriginal and Treaty rights. 

FMG will follow the regulations required to ensure minimal 
impact to the environment. Consultation with Indigenous 
communities is also a requirement of the EA process and will 
ensure that FMG does not infringe on any Aboriginal or Treaty 
rights without permission from the impacted communities.  

Closed 

28 WFN Member  

Would like FMG to provide an overview of the milling 
process so that the members can understand how 
gold is produced, plans for the fish, and information 
on the tailings pond.  

FMG will include the milling process, fish reports, and 
information of tailings ponds in the presentation for the next 
Community Consultation meeting.  

Closed 

29 WFN Member  

Presentation Requests: 
• Do not require an Ojibway translator 
• Break for 15 mins when presenting PPT 
• Use 22-24 font size in the presentation 

material 
• Invite community elders to community 

consultation meetings 

Noted.  Closed 
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10 

 
 

 
 

 
Hydro, Power Capacity and transmission line – what 
is the status of this? 

  

11 
 
 

 Acid Rock Concern   

12 
 
 

 
 

Waste rock and Reclamation – what is the process 
for this? Will it be returned to the pit after mine life? 
Is there a concern for contamination? 

Water Treatment Plant for water quality monitoring during mine 
life 
 

Closed 

13  
 

 

Fish and Water Concern: Concern for the water 
located at the Tailings Ponds, what is in the pond 
right now? Have there been any studies done at 
these ponds where the tailings will be located? 

reach out to Lake of the Woods for studies on water 
temperature to simulate data with Springpole Open? 

14 
 
 

 
 

Concern for FISH, what will be happen to the fish, 
they spawn upriver – is this going to be affected? 

FMG to acquire fish reports from Gold Canyon. Studies have 
been done since 2015 but will need to confirm that the lakes at 
the tailings ponds 

Closed 

15 
 
  

 
 

What is the status of the fishery act application for 
this project? 

It is submitted with the EIS Application 
 Closed 

16 
 
 

 
 

Concern for topography of the lands. Low level 
swamp lands seem to be indicated near the tailings 
ponds and if this is a concern for seepage in the 
future? Will the map show the topography of the 
area? Is this an accurate representation of the 
natural levels of the land? 

Hydrology areas – testing needs to be done to confirm this Closed 

17 
 
 

 Coffer Dams Maintenance   

18 
 
  

 
 

Watershed – will there a change of depth to the 
watershed once draining? 

Controlled discharge/ volume will be monitored Closed 
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19   
Concern for Trout fish: Water temperature – will this 
monitored and studied when draining the lake? 

  

20 
 
 

 
Concern for Bird Species such as Owls and Eagles, 
is there any studies or reports on these species? 

  

21 
 
  

 
 

Do you have potential offset plans? 
Not yet firmed up. Deeper lakes need to be studied to simulate 
temperature for Lake Trout. Closed 

22 
 
 

 

Caribou Concern: What about the caribou migration 
and if there are any caribou on or near the project 
site? Has the government shared data with FMG 
about the Caribou Migration Route?? 

  

23 
 
 

 Is the road going to be by the cabbing area?   

24 
 
  

 Question about road class EA done for the road?   

25 
 
  

 
 

Road Access – is there going to be consultations for 
this part of the project? 

Currently discussing this with Wabauskang FN Closed 

26 
 
 

 What about hydro station? Transmission line?   

27 
 
 

 
 

Water: What about Drinking Water at the Facility 
(operation stage) 

will depend on Camp Location Closed 

28 
 
 

 
 

Has the Ministry identified cultural areas of interest 
and species at risk on or near the project site? 

Provide report to MNO on Species at Risk Open? 

29 
 
 

 
 

Cultural Areas of Interest – has the ministry identified 
any cultural areas of significance near the Project? 

FMG seeks MNO’s TEK study for this aspect. MNO - it will take 
6 months to complete this report for FMG Open? 

30 
 
  

 
 

Environmental Assessment – reports done by Gold 
Canyon and what needs to be done in this. 

GAP analysis - EA will depend on which areas need to be filled 
such air, noise, wildlife, hydrology, TEK, archeology, etc. – a 
team will be composed to fill these gaps 

Closed 
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31 
 
 

 
 

Drilling and Drifts around the project? Nothing found, cannot go underground for this project. Closed 

32 
 
 

 
 

Are you going to do geophysical studies? ore around the pit is competent Closed 

33 
 
 

 
 

When you are going to refill, it won’t compromise 
anything? 

the weak rock is the ore. Condemnation drilling program will be 
done to test where the tailings will be in order to isolate the 
areas 

Closed 

34 
 
 

 
Waste rock location: is the ground strong enough to 
hold the Waste rock, as it may be “mushy”? 

  

35   
 

 
What are the species of fish at Springpole? walleye, trout, whitefish, perch Closed 

36 
 
 

 
 

MOU needs to be established for Pre-Development 
for Drilling. MNO will review the EA, community 
meeting to set up, would like to be informed, gather 
TEK for the EA Process, MOU will be sent to FMG. 
FMG would like to know how MNO wishes to be 
consulted, how MNO can be involved on this 
process. MNO would like to be involved at the stage 
where we can but not too late in the process. 

MNO will send FMG a MOU template. 
 Open? 

37   
During Construction Phase of the Project: How will 
FMG accurately monitor the lake draining during 
freeze ups? During winter season?  

  

38 
 
 

 
 

Is there an estimate on the volume of fish in the lake 
right now? 

No record yet Closed 

39  
 

 
will the mine site be fenced off? (Concern for people 
and wildlife) 

yes, it will be fenced off Closed 

40 
 
 

 Acid Generated?   
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41 
 
 

 
 

Concern for mercury Areas of concern will need to be tested Closed 

42 
 
 

 
 

Contaminated Lakes – this is a concern for the MNO 
Ammonia from the explosives– blast management plan in 
place, treatment of ammonia is challenging but FMG will do the 
best management practice in this situation. 

Closed 

43 
 
 

 
 

Concern for the lake behind pit (Birch Lake) to look at the studies of this Closed 

44 
 
 

 
Concern for Woodland Caribou - if the government 
shared the Caribou route with FMG. 

  

45 
 
 

 When does FMG hope to get approval for the road   

46 
 
 

 
 

Noise from Blasting – the noise from the blasting 
activity – affect natural habitat in or around the area 

Noise monitoring is part of the studies Closed 

47 
 
 

 
Noise concern – traffic and machine noise – could 
cause a concern for local hunters and trappers. 

  

48 
 
 

 
 

Traplines – are there any traplines in the area of the 
project? 

A trapline holder is employed at the site Closed 

49   Removal of the dams – how will this be done?   

50 
 
 

 

Metis Economic Benefits – Metis Nation has a list of 
Metis contract drillers that FMG can have access to 
– Theresa Stenlund is the main contact if FMG 
needs information 

  

51 Group 
 

 
A discussion on employment and training for pre-
development at the Springpole Mine.  

Not currently looking at Common Core training program at this 
stage in the project Closed 

52 

 
 

 
 

 
Will send MOU but require technical studies to 
review to ensure mitigation covers MNO concerns 
and issues about the Springpole Project. 
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7 
 

 
 

 
Require a visual aid for before and after of the mine 
project for trapping and hunting purposes. 

Baseline studies include wildlife, vegetation, air quality, fish 
sediment, water quality, birds, caribou, soils, atmospheric 
environment, and noise levels – all this is done to compare 
potential impacts. There are regulations to monitor different 
aspects in a mine project, as it is required by law. 

Closed 

8 
 
 

 
 

Fish impact – how will draining the bay and refilling 
the bay affect the fish in the bay? 
Plant Stacks – will this be at the mine site? 

No smelter at this mine project. Explained the tailings and 
waste rock material in each location in the mine process to the 
members. 

Closed 

9 
 

 
 

 

what is the impact to the fish after mine life? When 
the fish are returned to the pit when it’s refilled due to 
the depth of the lake? 

FMG is looking into other studies of depth and thermodynamic 
in other lakes to understand this. Lake Trout survive well in cold 
deep water. FMG is working on off-set measures for the fish. 
FMG is working with DFO (Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans) to address this. 

Closed 

10 
 

 
 

 
Would like to see studies on fish habitat after mine 
life 

  

11 
 

 
 

 

Technology has no power over nature. Do you have 
a project and seen the resilience of the land to go 
back to the pre-mine life? Land is a big part of their 
identity. 

  

12 
 

 
 

 

Trapping/Water/Hunting – important to the 
community’s way of life – all these affects the mental 
health of the individual, there are long-term effects to 
the mental well-being of the community from the 
impact of the mine life, health factors still exist. How 
long will it take for this land to go back to normal after 
you (FMG) leaves? 

Nunavut as an example. Studies need to be done to do the 
impact assessment so that FMG can have an answer. All 
impacts need to be assessed. Valued components need to be 
protected. 

Closed 

13 
 
 

 
 

would like to see the timeline of the mine project 
(process). 

  

First Mining Gold Corp.  
Provincial Individual EA – ToR August 2020 
EAIMS #: 18041   EA: 03-05-01

213



14 
 

 
 

 
Would like to see an update on the proposed project 
schedule. 

  

15 
 
 

 
 

Brought up Slate falls and Cat Lake Land Use Plan – 
Slate Falls wants members to benefit economically 
from this project. 

  

16 
 

 
 

 

Waste rock pit – what is under the pit? (trees) 
(Topography of the land where the proposed waste 
rock pit will be), trees will be logged. Studies have 
shown what is around there? 

This is included in the baseline work. There are studies being 
done to ensure that there isn’t any seepage. Surveillance 
monitoring to ensure nothing escapes. 2013 Baseline Work. 
Guidelines from the government are also included. 2024 to 
begin this project at the site. Feasibility, permitting (indigenous 
communities are critical to this aspect) and financing for the 
project – these are the combinations to advance this project 

Closed 

17 
 

 
 

 
Employment – ensure that community members are 
not taxed when working at the mine site. 

Discussed different models to ensure that First Nation 
members are not taxed. Closed 

18 
 

 
 

 
Waterways monitoring lifespan of the mine – what is 
something went wrong (spill)? 

Mine will be stopped once there is a spill of some sort. 
reiterated about the consultation process as FMG needs 
guidance on this. 

Closed 

19 
 

 
 

 

End of project: what if something happens after mine 
closure? What if community members find things 
after the mine closes? We don’t want to see any 
impacts on the land after the mine closes. You 
should give yourselves 5 years after (to monitor). 

Explained the closure plan and the bond and interest that is 
posted that will cover any damages (1 scenario), Passive 
(effects not major and mitigate any measures should anything 
happen such as building a channel to absorb any potential 
chemicals). 

Closed 

20 
 

 
 

 
any wildlife impact from the tailings pond?   

First Mining Gold Corp.  
Provincial Individual EA – ToR August 2020 
EAIMS #: 18041   EA: 03-05-01

214



21 
 

 
 

 

impacts from chemicals (asbestos) which cause 
cancer – are there any precautions taking place so 
that the community members aren’t affected? 
Traditional law – not to dig too deep, which can 
release different gasses – this could affect the 
community member’s health 

Explained various case studies on similar mines and 
contaminants and the process of the atmospheric monitoring 
studies. Required to do atmospheric monitoring for any 
contaminants. 

Closed 

22 
 

 
 

 
Air Quality Monitoring – how many years after the 
mine closes will you be monitoring this? 

12-year mine life, based on the closure plan will determine how 
long we will be there and will be based on science. Closed 

23 
 

 
 

 
What if the climate changes? This changes the 
scientific research. 

  

24 
 

 
 

 

Have you considered the Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women of Canada into this project such 
as the impact of “man camps” on Indigenous 
women? Drugs and Alcohol use as well 
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8 
 

 

 
 

 
 

How will the site get hydro delivered?  
said that would still have to be determined. There 

are options with the new Watay Power line being installed, or 
from Cat Lake/Slate Falls.  

Closed 

9 
 

 
 

 

Questioned the feasibility of 0.4g/tonne. L.Q. thought 
the limit should be at least 1.4g/tonnes for a project to 
be feasible.  

 explained that the feasibility of an open pit has lower 
limitations than an underground mine would have.  Closed 

10 Unknown 
 

 
What are they going to do with the pit after it is filled? 

explained that the pit will be filled with water, and once 
the coffer dams are breached, the area will be consumed by 
Springpole Lake.  

Closed 

11 
 

 
 

 
Who are the studies done by? 

explained that 3rd parties are required to complete the 
studies. Experts are brought from across the country. Closed 

12 
 

 
 

 
How can the mine benefit LSFN? 

outlined the benefits: 
• local employment opportunities 
• Impact Benefit Agreement will provide a monetary value 

to the STPN  
• participation in studies 
• training opportunities - transferrable skills  

Closed 

13 
 

 
 

 
Asked about the training programs and when they will 
be available?  

 expects the feasibility study to be completed by 2022, he 
can anticipate training to commence in 2022-2023, in order to 
prepare for construction anticipated in 2024.  

Closed 

14 
 

 
 

 
How long will the mine last?  

explained that construction will take 2 years and closure 
will take about 5 years to complete. The total life of the mine is 
anticipated to be about 12 years.  

Closed 

15 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Will there be more exploring or anticipation of future 
exploration in the area?  

 agreed that there are not currently any plans of 
expanding the exploration.  Closed 
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16 
 

 - 
Questionnaire 

M  
 

Requested a meeting with the Lac Seul elders with 
more layperson wording and a translator present.  

An interpreter will be present at the next consultation meeting.  Closed 

17 
 

 - 
Questionnaire 

 
 

How far along is the project now? 

The project is currently in the pre-feasibility stage. The Draft 
Terms of Reference has been submitted for approval by the 
government and review by the communities. Once the ToR is 
approved the final ToR will be circulated to all the communities 
for review of any changes. FMG will then have to work on the 
EA document that requires approval and review as well 
applications for permitting before any work can begin. 
Construction is anticipated to start in 2024.  

Closed 

18 
 

 
Questionnaire 

 
 

how is this going to benefit the Lac Seul First Nation 
Community?  

outlined the benefits: 
• local employment opportunities 
• Impact Benefit Agreement will provide a monetary value 

to the STPN  
• participation in studies 
• training opportunities - transferrable skills 

Closed 

19 
 

 
Questionnaire 

 
 

Are the environmental assessments done by outside 
companies not hired by FMG? 

explained that 3rd parties are required to complete the 
studies. Experts are brought from across the country. 3rd parties 
are also required to complete the closure plan.  

Closed 

20 
 

 
Questionnaire 

 
 

How will this impact future generations? i.e. my 
grandchildren 

 outlined the benefits: 
• local employment opportunities 
• Impact Benefit Agreement will provide a monetary value 

to the STPN  
• participation in studies 
• training opportunities - transferrable skills 

Closed 

21 
 

 
Questionnaire 

David 
Mchaina 

I can see that it would be hard/difficult to convey this 
presentation to elders/older people. They wouldn't 
understand the jargon.  

A translator will be made available at the next consultation 
meeting.  Closed 
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22 
 

- 
Questionnaire 

 
 

Issues with Aboriginal/treaty rights and tailings 
management.  

   

23 
 

 
Questionnaire 

 
 

provide incentives to the elders; rides, gift cards, 
grocery card so that they can understand this as well.  

FMG cannot offer such incentives as it may be conceived as 
bribery at this stage. FMG will provide food and offer other 
means of support to encourage community participation.  

Closed 

24 
No Name - 
Questionnaire 

 
 

Is there going to be a road put in? If so, where?  

Yes, there will be an all access road to the site. The road will be 
connected to the Wenasaga Road from Ear Falls. There are 
also other roads being considered that may connect Cat Lake 
and Slate Falls to the mine site.  

Closed 

25 
No Name - 
Questionnaire 

 
 

Is anyone allowed at the consultation meetings?  

Initial contact is made with the Chief and Council of each 
community with which community consultation meetings will be 
arranged with their approval. All community members are 
encouraged to attend these open house - community 
consultation meetings.  

Closed 

26 
No Name - 
Questionnaire 

 
 

When the pit is full of water after the 22 years, are 
you coming to get your water?  

No, the pit will become part of Springpole Lake once it is 
flooded.  Closed 
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7 
 
 

 
 

What happens after the mine closes? Who will be 
monitoring and keeping the pumps going? 

Cyanide will be contained in the tailings only, not the waste 
rock. FMG is required by law to submit a closure plan that 
dictates how the company will close the site, how they will take 
care of the contaminants, ensure that animals are not affected. 
This plan is done by a 3rd party. The plan also includes the cost, 
the people who will run the closure plan, and the time is will 
take to get to closure. explained the 3 options for closure 
as 1. Walk away 2. Passive – small mitigation measures like 
using plants to absorb metals of concern and do inspections 
every 3-4 years. And 3. Long term maintenance that requires 
people to be there for as long as needed. Other options may 
also include capping the tailings or installing a spill way or 
freeboard. Consultation is also required to complete the closure 
plan. 

Closed 

8 
 

 
 

 
How much water is used in a day during the 
operation?  

FMG is not sure of this number just yet, they are still doing a 
feasibility study. In terms of human use, anticipates about 
200-300 litres/day.  

Closed 

9 
 

 
 

 
What happens if the communities don’t agree to the 
project?  

The project requires consultation with regulators and 
communities as it goes through the EA process to produce the 
EIS. The process includes baseline studies, effects, mitigation 
measures, monitoring and follow up, bonding, and consultation. 
The document is submitted to the government and posted to 
the public domain where the communities will have the 
opportunity to review. The communities also have the option of 
hiring their own consultants with government funding to help 
review the documents. Adjustments can be made if necessary 
and the decision is made by the government.  

Closed 
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10 
 
 

To the 
group 

 made a comment to the group that things are 
different now as companies never had to consult with 
First Nations at all before projects were approved. 
Now it is required. He also stated that his biggest 
concern is that Slate Falls is down stream from the 
project site and feels that the community needs to be 
properly compensated for the risk they are taking.  

 Closed 

11 
 

 
 

 

 reminded FMG that it wouldn’t make any 
difference to the community if the project doesn’t go. 
He says that paychecks will not make a difference, 
the community would benefit more from annual 
contributions, shares, IBA, employment, road access, 
etc. before the company changes ownership.  

explained that he has been participating in IBA 
negotiations on behalf of the community. But the negotiations 
are confidential now. explained that there will be benefits 
to all involved in the project including a cash value, contracts for 
construction, and employment (anticipating around 360 people). 
This can be negotiated through a collaboration agreement or an 
IBA.  

Closed 

12 
 

 
 
 

What will happen to the fish and the environment if 
there is a breach in the contaminates downstream?  

This question was answered through the presentation material. Closed 

13  
 

 
David asked for a copy of the animation video to be 
sent to his email.  

The animation video was sent via email to   Closed 

14 
 
 

 
 

What happens if something does make it into the 
ground water? 

The tailings pond will be surrounded by back pumping wells. 
They are automatic, sump pump type of pump that has a 
sensor to kick the pump on at a certain level. The water will be 
pumped into a treatment plant or returned to the tailings pond.  

Closed 

15 
 

 
 

 
Does anything get ruined while doing the toxicity 
studies? 

The company must acquire a license for scientific testing of fish. 
About only 20 fish will be killed in the study to get baseline 
information about the level of certain contaminants that exist in 
the lake. There will also be a catch and release study that will 
not harm the fish.  

Closed 
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16 
Unknown -  
Questionnaire 

FMG 
How many of us can apply for jobs? What do we 
need to apply for a job? 

During the construction phase, the mine will employ around 
600-700 people, and during the production phase it will employ
around 400 people. It is in FMG’s best interest to hire locally
whenever possible and will provide training to those interested
prior to the construction of the mine.

Closed 

17 
 

- 
Questionnaire 

FMG 
How will it hurt our wildlife and environment? How 
much damage has been done during the studies? 

18 
 

 
Questionnaire 

FMG 

Will the First Nations have any shares on the mine or 
will only people who have traplines benefit? If it goes 
through, how will we be assured that there will be 
employment for the First Nations community 
members. When will this open? 

FMG is currently in the process of negotiating an IBA 
agreement with the Shared Territory Protocol Nations. This 
agreement will lay out all the benefits to each community when 
it is settled. The Mine is anticipated to begin construction in 
2022 and production in 2024.  

Closed 

19 
 

 
Questionnaire 

FMG 
Can I be contacted should any job openings come up 
as working for Ontario Works I’m always looking for 
work for my clients.  

Job postings will be sent to each community and posted in the 
band office.  Closed 

20 
Unknown -  
Questionnaire 

FMG 
Concern about Slate Falls being down river from the 
project.  

Noted. Closed 

21 
 

 
Questionnaire 

FMG 
I would like to know if there are any other ways to get 
to Springpole by road. What other roads and sites will 
come with a road?  

There will be an access road that connects to the Wenasaga 
Road from Ear Falls. Other roads are amid being negotiated but 
there is a possibility of a road extending to Cat Lake, as well a 
road to connect Slate Falls to the Wenasaga Road. These 
roads will likely be funded by government funding and/or 
forestry roads.  

Closed 

22 
 

 
Questionnaire 

FMG 

I want to know what will happen to fish if the water 
gets contaminated, how will they look or how will it 
affect them? Please provide pictures of what the 
impact can look like.   
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23 
 

 
 

FMG 
I don’t like that it will not be returned to the natural 
state that it was before the mining.  

Noted. Closed 

24 
 

 
Questionnaire 

FMG 
Please provide information from previous 
consultation sessions through email.  

FMG compiled a summary of comments, concerns and 
responses from all consultation activities with the community 
and sent to to distribute as he sees fit.  

Closed 

25 
 

– 
Questionnaire 

FMG How many years will it be mined?  The life of the mine will be approximately 12 years.  Closed 

26 
 

 – 
Questionnaire 

FMG 
How are you going to move the rock that you dig out 
of the pit? Are you going to truck it out? 

The waste rock will be piled beside the pit and provide a barrier 
for the tailings pond.  Closed 

27 
 

– 
Questionnaire 

FMG 
What I am concerned about the most is the water; we 
must treat the water system with care, not to 
contaminate out water as it flows down river.  

Noted.  Closed 

28 
 

- 
Questionnaire 

FMG 
Will community members and band members get 
training to increase employment in the community? 

Yes, training will be available to those who are interested. 
Training will commence after a feasibility study has been 
completed and before the construction begins. It is in FMG’s 
best interest to hire locally.  

Closed 

29 
 

– 
Questionnaire 

FMG 
Does the band get a % of the earnings or ownership 
from the mine?  

FMG is currently in the process of negotiating an IBA 
agreement with the Shared Territory Protocol Nations. This 
agreement will lay out all the benefits to each community when 
it is settled.  

Closed 

30 
 

 - 
Questionnaire 

FMG How will the mine affect wildlife?   
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6 
 

 
 

 

How can you be sure that cyanide or other toxins will 
not make it into the lake and downstream to the 
communities? IF an event occurs where this happens 
how is the company prepared to handle a disaster of 
this magnitude?  

explained that cyanide is a proven technology for gold 
extraction. The chemical, although known to be toxic, can be 
treated chemically to break down the compound. Exposure to 
sunlight will also break down the chemical compound naturally. 

 assured Violet that all discharge points are controlled and 
monitored and subject to toxicity testing. There is a collection 
system that will capture any spillage or seepage and redirect it 
to a treatment plant.  
If the chemicals do make it to the lake, FMG will have to 
determine a mechanism to control the spread to downstream 
communities. A contingency plan will need to be in place to 
isolate the potential impacts, such as blockages to prevent 
downstream contamination.  

Closed 

7 
 

 
 

 
When will dewatering start? 

Dewatering will start only after the EA is completed and the 
provincial and federal governments have approved the 
document. FMG will have to apply for permits and provide a 
compensation plan for fish habitat.  

Closed 

8 
 

 
 

 
Where will you put the access road? The road will connect to the Wenasaga Road from Ear Falls. Closed 

9 
 

 
 
 

How are you going to put back what you cleared out? 

explained that one of the alternative methods could be to 
put the rock back into the pit. The EA will complete further 
studies to determine if the waste rock will be acid generating, in 
which case submersing it in the lake might be an option to 
prevent that occurrence. explained that filling the pit with 
the waste rock is not feasible, and if the baseline studies 
determine the material to be acid generating then capping the 
waste rock would be a more feasible option.  

Closed 
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10 
 

 
 

 
How many years will the pit be open? The life of the mine will be 12 years Closed 

11 
 

 
 

 
How long will it take to bring the site back to its 
natural state? 

Based on a preliminary model, it will take about 22 years to 
rehabilitate the site. The net loss of fish habitat will be about 
150 hectares. FMG is required to compensate this area 
elsewhere and is considering aggregate pits near rivers. The 
compensation plan still needs to be developed.   

Closed 

12 
 

 
 

 
When will mining start? 

Upon completion of the ToR, the EA, and acquisition of all the 
required permits and construction, the mine is expected to 
begin production in 2024.  

Closed 

13 
 

 
 

 
How many workers will be on site? 

During the construction phase, the mine will support 600 – 700 
people and during the production phase, it will support about 
400 people.  

Closed 

14 
 

 
 

 
Is it an all access road? 

Yes, the Wenasaga Road is all access road that will be 
constructed by Domtar for forestry purposes. An additional all 
access road will extend up to Cat Lake.  

Closed 

15 
 

 
 

 
When will the IBA negotiation start? 

explained that negotiations should start in the feasibility 
study phase where margins of error are narrower than the 
prefeasibility study. Negotiations can be anticipated to begin 
around the end of 2020.  

Closed 

16  
 

 

What is the capacity of the company to bring in 
community members who live off reserve to 
participate in consultation meetings? 

 explained that FMG typically provides capacity to 
communities for accommodations, food, and mileage when the 
meetings are done outside of the community, but FMG would 
be willing to hold the meetings in a more central location if so 
desired by the Chief and Council.  

Closed 
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7 
 

 
 
 

After the year 12, does the waste rock do back into 
the hole? 

No. The Coffer Damns will be removed (slowly) to allow for the 
hole to fill with water and return to being part of Springpole 
Lake.  

Closed 

8 
 

 
 
 

What are the economic benefits for Sioux Lookout if 
the road access will be from Ear Falls?  

Shaun explained that there will be opportunity for employment 
and contractor business.  added that there will also be 
training opportunities that will provide training for transferrable 
skills.  

Closed 

9 
 

 
 
 

 is worried that the mine will hire employees 
from other provinces and those employees will take 
their earnings back to the economy of their home 
province.  

Training and employment efforts will be focused on local 
participation as much as possible.  Closed 

10 
 

 
 
 

What is the purpose of draining the lake? 
 assured that only 6% of the surface area of the 

lake would be drained in order to access the gold ore beneath 
the lakebed.  

Closed 

11  
 
 

 that if the crushing will be done on 
site, the location of the road is not as important.  Closed 

12  
 
 

From looking at the 3D model and the animation the 
access road must go to the East.  

Explained that the proposed access road into the mine 
will head East but, the location of the road leading to this 
access road is still undetermined.  

Closed 

13  
 
 

asked about the treatment for arsenic and 
asked it if has been identified at the site.  

 explained that the issues other mines have encountered 
with arsenic was due to the existence in the ground, not as a 
result of the processing. There has been no discovery of 
arsenic in the Springpole Location.  

Closed 

14  
 
 

What is the timeline for the Springpole Project? 
began the Power point presentations and reiterated that 

the permitting is anticipated for 2023 and construction is 
anticipated to begin in 2024.  

Closed 

15  
 
 

Is Watay Power powering south of Ear Falls from 
Pickle Lake?  

Responded saying the road and power will be up to First 
Nations. There is currently support for a road from Slate Falls to 
Cat Lake.  

Closed 
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16  
 
 

What is the timeline for the Goldlund Project? There 
is more gold/tonne at Goldlund and does not require 
drainage so why wouldn't you put more effort in to 
that development first.  

The goal for Goldlund is to develop the resource and build the 
portfolio. There are no current plans for further development. Closed 

17  
 
 

How will you control the heavy metal toxins leaching 
from the waste rock? He mentioned the condition of 
the old tailings ponds in the Pickle Crow Mine.  

explained that the treatment plant will be using cyanide 
to extract the gold. Cyanide will break down in the natural 
environment, and again the ground and surface water will be 
monitored and treated. He also explained about acid rock 
drainage and said that baseline studies are currently being 
done to discover the potential for this phenomenon.  

Closed 

18  
 
 

What is the method for getting gold to the market?  
The team was not sure about this question and assured  
that we would get an answer back to him.  Closed 

19  
 
 

Why are the communities listed in Different colours?  
The team was not sure about this question and assured  
that we would get an answer back to him.  Closed 

20  
 
 

Why not add Pickle Lake to the list of places to 
include for consultation?  

FMG was directed by the MECP as to which communities fell 
within the catchment area for consultation. Pickle Lake was not 
included in that recommendation.  

Closed 

21  
 
 

What are the staffing contingencies for construction 
and operations?  

responded that the construction phase is anticipated to 
employ 600 people and the processing and development phase 
is anticipated to employ 340 people. Feasibility studies will 
provide more concrete estimations.  

Closed 

22  
 
 

Has FMG started asking about local training; 
contacted SLAAMB? 

responded that the company is focusing on completing the 
permitting requirements before beginning that process.  Closed 
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6.2 Community Presentations 

Community Presentation 2017 
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Project Update and Fisheries Presentation 2018 
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Springpole Project Presentation Short 
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Springpole Gold Presentation 2018 
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6.3 Corporate Presentations 

Digging Deeper with Dan 
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Corporate Presentation 2019 
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6.4 3D Model and Video Animations 

Springpole 3D Conceptual Mine Site Plan  

https://www.firstmininggold.com/projects/ontario/springpole-project/ 
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6.5 Posters of Baseline Studies 
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